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Dear Concordia Friends,
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would gleefully save our birthday or Christmas Half Price Books gift cards for one of the large books of
colorful drawings and writings. We would buy them two at a time. One for each of us. Then we
eagerly sit side by side each reading one book until we finished, switching and then reading the other.
If you have never had the opportunity to enjoy a good Calvin and Hobbes comic strip, you
should know that Calvin is a young boy with a big imagination who loves to play outside, make up new
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who appears to be incredibly lifelike in most of the cartoons. Like all good comics, Calvin and Hobbes
balances humor with subtly important life truths. Here is one of my favorite Calvin moments with his
mom.
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things in my life, how can I possibly trust that everything is going to turn out alright.
I suspect strongly that I am not the only person who has ever struggled with control and
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reads, The LORD is my light and my salvation whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life of
whom shall I be afraid? When the wicked advance against me to devour me, it is my enemies and my foes who
will stumble and fall. Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear; though war break out against me, even
then I will be confident. I remain confident of this: I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.
Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD.
These words from the Psalms are words of complete trust in the goodness of God. But if I am
going to be completely honest, these words don’t sound like words spoken by someone who has
completely let go and trusts God entirely. These words, to me, sound like the words of someone who is
trying to convince themselves to let go and trust God entirely. Someone who has just discovered that
the top of their peanut butter has been disturbed and things are not going as planned. But I don’t think
that makes these words any less helpful. On days when I feel completely out of control and nothing
seems to be going right, I find myself saying softly, “I remain confident of this: I will see the goodness of
the Lord in the land of the living.
I don’t know whether your peanut butter has been disturbed, or your bread has been cut
horizontally or what else might be going on in your day that you cannot control. But I hope on the days
when it seems like everything is falling to pieces, that you will remember that we will see goodness of
the Lord in the land of the living. “Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.
Pastor Claire
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Pastor Claire holds office hours every
Thursday from 2:00-3:30 on Zoom.
Everyone will receive the link to join
Pastor Claire during this time. All are
welcome!

June Birthdays
1st– Louise Enge
1st– Shari Rodgers
1st– Betty Frey
3rd– Betty Granger
5th– Darlene Coyle
6th– Tom Andres
6th– Marjorie Accola
11th– Austin Atwell
12th– Paul Ladd
13th– Don Wenzel
14th– Court Drescher
15th– Laila Drescher
17th– Jeff Virchow
17th-Laura Lang
19th– Greg Enge
22nd– Ben Ward
23rd– Ava Andres
27th– Justin Schroeder
27th– Zane Rodgers
30th– Ilene Fritschler
30th– Eric Emshoff

Since we have received the closure recommendation from the state, at the end of every service we
have sung about how Concordia UMC is not the
building, but its people. The people of Concordia
are meeting and doing wonderful ministry in this
unexpected time of changes. To continue to
support the ministry of Concordia and those we
support around the world, you can give in two ways:
You can give using the Vanco App– Give plus.
You can give a one time gift or ongoing through
this App
You can mail your offering to:
Concordia United Methodist Church
585 5th Street
Prairie du Sac, WI 53578
The mail has been picked up and secured. Thank
you for all the ways you support Concordia UMC.
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Outreach
Mission Mercy Justice

Concordia UMW Masks
Available!

UMW has sewn a stock pile of masks that are
ready for members if they are needed. Contact
either Marty Virchow or Mary Clark if you
need a mask and we can arrange delivery.

melodies of compassion
The loose coin offerings for the months of
May and June will go to
Northcott House in Milwaukee. If you would
like to make a contribution to the MOC while
worship services are suspended, please
indicate that in your offering mailed to the
church or by using the Vanco App. Thank you
for supporting Northcott House!
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Nurture Team
Congregational Care
Spiritual Formation

Sunday School Leader Needed!
Are you passionate about helping to
continue to grow our Sunday School
Program? We are looking for someone to
lead our Sunday School Program. If you feel
a calling, contact Pastor Claire!

You can still register today!
Living Out Our Faith
Concordia invites you to join this small group
on Zoom on Saturday mornings at 8:00am.
The group meets to pray, read scripture and
discussion on how our faith is growing every
day. All are welcome to attend. If you are
interested, please contact Laila at
concordiasaukprairie@gmail.com

Our Congregation offers
Stephen Ministry to provide confidential, one
-to-one Christian care to people who are
gong through a difficult time. A Stephen
Minister is a well-trained caregiver who
listens, cares, prays, encourages and offers
the love of Christ during a time of need.
If you would like to talk to a Stephen
Minister during this time of social
distancing, please contact Pastor Claire at
608-338-8084 or pastorclaire-
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Thank you! We would like to thank the friend in Christ for
the most kind gift. We are grateful for our church family!
- Dave and Judi Rogalla
Thank you to all those that donated items, monetary
donations and full kits for the UMCOR Hygiene kit
collection. Thank you to the UMW for assembling and
donating 12 complete kits. There is still time to donate as
the deadline is June 1st! Keep up the great work Concordia!

Dear Faithful Members and Friends of Concordia UMC,
Congratulations and thank you for paying your 2019 Apportionment Covenant in Full! Amid the
special circumstances of our Covid-19 social distancing, we want to extend a special THANK YOU for
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and around the world. We also recognize your own efforts in helping your church understand the
importance of Connectional Giving within the UMC.
For all churches in the Wisconsin Annual Conference combined, 75.6% of apportionments were paid.
We know that our current circumstances create some additional challenges for churches. Yet, we are
grateful for the many ways churches like yours continue to share the importance of our Connectional
Giving.
You are in the thoughts and prayers of our Finance team at the conference office as you seek to find
new ways to worship and reach out in the name of Jesus Christ in your community. Your continued
Connectional Giving allows us to reach out in the name of Christ here in Wisconsin and throughout
the world.
Blessings,
Sarah L. Sneider
Conference Treasurer & Director of Administration
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We Are All Israelites
After a long time, the king of Egypt died. The Israelites groaned under their slavery and cried out. Out of the
slavery their cry for help rose up to God. (Exodus 2:2 )
In a very real sense, slavery is an apt metaphor for the current coronavirus. We are suffering under the
tyranny of a power beyond our control. The relentless emotional and physical restrictions are
oppressive. Exerting personal will and discretion endangers both ourselves and others. Escape comes at
incredible risk. And we are all in this together; no distinctions between rich or poor, educated or
uneducated, young or old, religious or irreligious, exist. Certainly, many in our culture are more at risk than
others, but for the first time in recent memory, our entire planet is facing the same challenge and threat at
the same time.

There has perhaps never been a time in our Western culture when the Hebrew scriptures have had more
relevancy to our day-to-day living. The majority of the citizenry of the United States have not lived in
constant concern for food, clothing, shelter, healthcare, employment, education, and survival. Our mainline
churches are predominantly middle class, and it is difficult to relate to much of the story of our Jewish
forebears. Yet, the story of the children of God – the children of Israel – is quickly becoming our story.
For much of the first four millennia of Jewish history, God’s people lived in captivity or exile. Egypt, Assyria,
Babylon, Greece, Rome took turns conquering and ruling the Chosen people. During these times, and most
of the intervals in between, the children of God lived short lives of struggle in poverty, illness, desperation,
and danger. A reading through the Torah, the Psalms, and the Prophets gives a stark lesson in the suffering
of the Hebrew people. Yet, through it all the people lived in covenantal hope of God’s redeeming power.
For Christians today, we empathize with the Israelites and understand that we have much more in common
that at any other time in memory. We are a suffering people, acknowledging our own limitations and
powerlessness, and coming to a heightened awareness of inequalities and the need for cooperation and
commitment to the common good. This is unfamiliar and uncomfortable territory for many of us.
Predominantly, we look to science and government to solve the current crisis and return us to “normal.” We
want the problem to go away, and we do not want to face the possibility that we have encountered
something that science, money, and political power may be inadequate to deal with it. Our Hebrew
testament reminds us that this is the situation humankind has found itself in time after time throughout
most of history. And when human solutions fail, people of faith turn to God.
Our Jewish and Christian history has great grace to offer us in this time of global pandemic. First, we know
that our growth and faithfulness come to us through sacrifice. To get to a Promised Land, we must travel
through wilderness; to get to Easter, there is always a Good Friday. But in the vastness of wilderness we
know there is a Promised Land. In the darkness of Good Friday, we know that Easter is coming. Our faith
affirms for us that no matter how bad things seem, God’s grace and blessing awaits us on the other side.
Second, both Judaism and Christianity are corporate faiths, the good of the whole people is more important
than the good of any individual. Individual rights, entitlements, and personal preference are hallmarks of the
thinking of many privileged people in the United States. However, our foundational identity as a nation committed to the common good is often lost to individual demands. Yet, true freedom is not a competition
between who gets what, but how we all rise or fall together. We are God’s people, God’s children,
together. What is best for the least of us is best for all of us. The more time and energy we give to caring for
others allows us less time to worry about whether we are getting what we want individually.
Continue on Page 9
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We Are All Israelites– continued from page 8
Third, we are a people of transformation. When we emerge from this pandemic, we will not be returning
to “normal,” but to the new reality that will define a very different future. “I am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the
desert.” (Isaiah :1 ) If we trust in God’s redemptive power, restorative vision, and consistent promise,
then we know that where we are heading is a place we’ve never been before. We have seen ways that our
world was prepared for this current crisis, but also the many painful ways we were completely
unprepared. By God’s grace, we will have learned much and we will make sweeping changes as we move
forward.
It is not always easy to see the silver lining to the oppressive clouds that cover us. We bristle and resist the
current limitations on our lives. But I ask us all, as modern-day Israelites, to turn to God in prayer, and to
trust that God will do “a new thing.” These days are difficult, but our God is good. Have faith. Live your
faith. Witness to your faith as God reveals the new reality that is to come.
Grace and Peace,
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung

Giving New Age, New Church

June 2020

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength, they will fly up on wings like eagles; they will run
and not be tired, they will walk and not be weary. (Isaiah 40:31)
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in the Mid-Atlantic. 75% sustained damage to their homes; all had neighbors affected by the storm.
Today, we are in the midst of an unprecedented urgent response and recovery effort in which every
church must be a center of recovery. Unlike a hurricane, earthquake, wildfire, flood or famine, the
COVID-19 pandemic affects every person and every community worldwide.
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praying and preparing to join with a small group of congregants who will identify needs in the community/nation/world. Then each group must create, fund, and carry out a plan to address those
needs.
There will be children who have fallen behind in school. They will need tutoring and encouragement. There will be those who will have no job to which to return. They will need help applying for
benefits, negotiating with banks, or getting enough food for their families. There will be people who
continue to fall ill with the coronavirus. Fear and anxiety will continue to be widespread.
Prepare yourself for the times to come.
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
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Witness
Worship, Hospitality, & Telling the Story
Children s Worship
On Zoom!
Sundays at 1:00pm
Concordia members will
ece e a
f C de
Worship through email. The
Zoom time will be about 30
minutes and anyone is
welcome to join in the fun!

Sunday Fellowship
On Zoom!
Join us on Sunday mornings
at 10:00am on Zoom for
Fellowship time! Bring your
own coffee or beverage and
click on the link or call in to
talk with friends from
Concordia. The Link to join
will be sent out each week.

Sunday Worship

In the month of June, we will
continue to share our Worship
on Zoom and DVD (sent to
those by request or without
internet). The service will be
posted on Facebook on Sunday
morning and a link sent out via
email. If you need help accessing the service, contact Laila.

Sunday, May 31
Dear Grad a es
Ezekial 37:1-14

6:8 C Far 20/20
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downward spiral into poverty.
6:8 C-FAR 20/20 program allows us to SEE clearly and SEE FAR. Given financial assistance now,
someone can continue to take care of their family, providing stability and a brighter future. Will you
join us? If you are willing to make a donation, please bring out the form on
MakingServicePesonal.com or mail a check to: 6:8 Covid-19 Financial Aid Relief 2020
821 Industry Drive
Sauk City, WI 53583

Sauk Prairie Schools Mobile Lunch/Breakfast

The Sauk Prairie School District has been providing lunch and breakfast to any students age 18 and
younger during school closure. The plan includes delivery grab and go locations in
Merrimac, Tower Rock, Bluffview and Roxbury, as well as drive up at the high school. ALL students
age 18 and under are eligible for the meals. Visit the SP Schools website for more information.
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Sun
31
10:00am Fellowship on
Zoom
11:)0am Youth Group
Prayer on Zoom
1:00pm Children
Worship on Zoom
7
10:00am Fellowship on
Zoom
11:00am Youth Group
Prayer on Zoom
1:00pm Children
Worship on Zoom

14
10:00am Fellowship on
Zoom
11:00am Youth Group
on Zoom
1:00pm Children
Worship on Zoom
21
10:00am Fellowship on
Zoom
11:00am Youth Group
on Zoom
1:00pm Children
Worship on Zoom
28
10:00am Fellowship on
Zoom
11:00am Youth Group
on Zoom
1:00pm Children
Worship on Zoom

Mon
1
6:00pm Bible Study on
Zoom

8
6:00pm Task Force on
Zoom

15

22

29

2

Tue

9
6:00pm Finance
Meeting on Zoom

16

23

30

Thu

25
2-3:30 Pastor Claire
office hours on Zoom

18
2-3:30 Pastor Claire
office hours on Zoom

11
2-3:30 Pastor Claire
office hours on Zoom
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June 2020
Wed
3
7:00pm Youth Group on
Zoom

10
5:00pm Youth group at
Food Pantry

17

24
7:00pm Youth Group on
Zoom

12

5

13
8:00am Living out our
faith on Zoom
10:00am Men
Breakfast on Zoom

6
8:00am Living out our
faith on Zoom
10:00am Men
Breakfast on Zoom

Sat

19

20
8:00am Living out our
faith on Zoom
10:00am Men
Breakfast on Zoom

Fri

26

27
8:00am Living out our
faith on Zoom
10:00am Men
Breakfast on Zoom

