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Dear Concordia Friends, 
 
 As I stare out the window of my office, I can see the backyard of the parsonage laid out in front 
of me. When we placed my desk here in front of the window a couple months ago, the sight was very 
different. The grass was not as green. There were no buds on the trees and I even watched snowflakes 
fly through the air one evening. 

Now as I stare looking out on this beautiful spring day, I can see dandelions and daffodils 
blooming. I can see the trees with small delicate leaves. The sun is shining, the wind is softly blowing 
and my littlest cat is completely entertained by a robin hopping around in the grass. He has returned 
home after a long sojourner south for the winter. While, I am honestly not pleased with the sheer 
amount of time I spend in this room, this time at home has given me a rare opportunity to observe the 
slow change of seasons from my second story perch. 
 The world is always changing isn’t it? One day the ground is covered in several feet of snow 
and the next day there are robins. One day everything seems cold and gray and the next day they are 
warm and bright. Sometimes change helps us, other times it challenges us. We all like to feel like there 
are places in life that stand still. That we can always trust to be there for us, comforting us and 
providing stability. 
 For many of us one of those places of safety and comfort is the church; we are comforted by the 
familiar building, friends, and songs. When we say the Lord’s Prayer each week it is like coming home. 
It reminds us of God’s stability and steadfast love in a world of change. But the truth is the church is 
not as unchanging as we sometimes like to tell ourselves. Many of the hymns we love most were 
written in the last 50 years. Things that we do today would have been heresy in previous times. The 
church too is always growing and changing. 
 Right now we have been subjected to a lot of unexpected change. We have lost the ability to see 
many of the things that bring us comfort like our families and friends, important activities and easy 
access to basic needs. It would be easy to feel like we have lost the church too. But the church is far 
from gone. In some ways it is changing back to what it once was in its earliest days when all believers 
had was their strong faith and one another. The book of Acts tells us that after Pentecost, 

“The believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the community, to their shared meals, and to 
their prayers. A sense of awe came over everyone. God performed many wonders and signs through the apostles. 
All the believers were united and shared everything. They would sell pieces of property and possessions and 
distribute the proceeds to everyone who needed them. Every day, they met together in the temple and ate in their 
homes. They shared food with gladness and simplicity. They praised God and demonstrated God’s goodness to 
everyone. The Lord added daily to the community those who were being saved.” 

We may not have a temple right now. We may not have beautiful stain glass windows. We may 
not have sweetly ringing bells, but we do have one another. It is a deep and beautiful tradition of the 
church to worship from home, to rely on one another, to share our resources and our gifts and it is a 
deep and beautiful tradition of the church to praise God even in the midst of changes, and frustrations 
and hardship. While we cannot prevent the changes swirling around us, we can lean into the traditions 
that run deep in our blood, praising God and demonstrating God’s goodness to everyone, today and 
everyday. 
 
With Peace, 
Pastor Claire 
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May Birthdays 
 
1st– Dianne Kuehl 
3rd– Aaron Andres 
7th– Randall Paske 
8th– Phyllis Willoughby 
8th– Hunter Lang 
10th– Andrew Henn 
11th– Karen Ladd 
11th– Heather Haas 
12th– Alexis Haas 
16th– Cindy Rothmann 
16th– Debbie Emshoff 
16th– Dawson Enge 
21st– Ethan Emshoff 
24th– Christine Bender 
24th– Cammi Wolfe 
25th– Noah Fritschler 
26th– Sue Giegerich 
30th– Norma Halsted 
31st– Viola Evert 
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 Since we have received the closure recommenda-
tion from the state, at the end of every service we 
have sung about how Concordia UMC is not the 
building, but its people.  The people of Concordia 
are meeting and doing wonderful ministry in this 
unexpected time of changes.  To continue to  
support the ministry of Concordia and those we 
support around the world, you can give in two ways:  
 
 You can give using the Vanco App– Give plus.  

You can give a one time gift or ongoing through 
this App 

 
 You can mail your offering to:  
 Concordia United Methodist Church 
 585 5th Street  
 Prairie du Sac, WI 53578 
 
The mail has been picked up and secured.  Thank 
you for all the ways you support Concordia UMC.  

Pastor Claire Office Hours 
 

Pastor Claire holds office hours every 
Thursday from 2:00-3:30 on Zoom. Eve-
ryone will receive the link to join Pastor 
Claire during this time.  All are welcome!  

 
If  you would like to speak to Pastor 

Claire one-on-one confidentially, there is a 
sign-up Genius that will be sent for you 

to sign up for a meeting time.   
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REVIVE on Zoom 
Join us!  

Nurture Team 
Congregational Care 
Spiritual Formation  

REVIVE  
Friday, May 1 at 7:00pm  

 
Join us on Zoom as Dan and Heidi Halling lead us in 

campfire songs.  It will be a time of connecting, laughing 
and singing together. A link to join the fun will be sent 

through email on Friday.  
This program is about sharing; sharing our food in the 
form of a biweekly meal, sharing our time together, and 
sharing our talents with each other.  We ask you to look 
inside, find your gifts and ask God how He would have 

you share them with the church in 2020!  
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Nurture Team 
Congregational Care 
Spiritual Formation  

 Youth Group in May  

Well...Here is how youth group has been meeting on 
Wednesdays and Sundays!  

We will continue to meet at 7pm on  
Wednesdays and 11am on Sundays through May on 

Zoom.  Invite a friend, keep on coming for more 
games, prayer, discussion and smiles. If you want to 

get involved, contact Laila at 963-3866.   

Our Congregation offers 
Stephen Ministry to provide confidential, 

one-to-one Christian care to people who are 
gong through a difficult time.  A Stephen 
Minister is a well-trained caregiver who  

listens, cares, prays, encourages and offers 
the love of Christ during a time of need.  

 
If you would like to talk to a Stephen  

Minister during this time of social distanc-
ing, please contact Pastor Claire at 608-338-

8084 or pastorclairedouglass@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 

Living Out Our Faith 
Concordia invites you to join this small 

group on Zoom on Saturday mornings at 
8:00am.  The group meets to pray, read 

scripture and discussion on how our faith is 
growing every day.  All are welcome to at-
tend.  If you are interested, please contact 
Laila at concordiasaukprairie@gmail.com 

Sunday School Leader Needed!  
Are you passionate about helping to  
continue to grow our Sunday School  

Program? We are looking for someone to 
lead our Sunday School Program.  If you feel 

a calling, contact Pastor Claire!  

YES! YES! VBS at Concordia!  
Registration is open for Concordia’s VBS June 15-20 
on Zoom.  VBS will be from 10:00am-12:00pm and 
12:30pm-2:00pm with a 30 min. lunch on their own.  
Campers will receive a box of fun supplies for crafts 

and activities the week before the camp.  To register, 
contact Laila at concordiasaukprarie@gmail.com  

Students in grades K-6 are invited to register.  We 
encourage friends and grandchildren to register!  
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Evelyn Kirner Evelyn started participating in activities with Concordia 
during middle school and became a member through  
Confirmation.  Some of Evelyn’s favorite memories at 
Concordia include hiding in a cabinet during sardines and 
then trying to get out, it fell on her! (Laila doesn’t let us 
hide there anymore) During high school, Evelyn enjoyed 
playing soccer and tennis and was the Vice President of 
the National Honor Society.  One of her favorite activities 
was being a student leader for the Dane County Social 
Justice Youth Forum.  Evelyn would like to encourage the 
younger members of Concordia to attend youth group 
(@taylorhass) because it is so much fun.  After high 
school, Evelyn plans to attend UW-Madison and is 
majoring in Community and Nonprofit leadership on the 
pre-law track.  
 
“I really want to thank each and every one of you for  
welcoming me into this church and helping me to make it 
a home.  Even before my family started attending 3 years 
ago, I always felt like I belonged, and I am so grateful for 
that.  I have never felt anything but love and support from 
this congregation and I am so proud to call Concordia my 
church home.”    ~Evelyn  

Congratulations to our Concordia Seniors!  
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Dawson Enge 

Ella Drescher 
Ella has been a part of the Concordia family since she was born.  
Some of Ella’s favorite hobbies are running, reading, hiking and 
spending time with her family and friends.  During high school she 
was on the cross country team, the sports leadership council, youth 
advisory council and National Honor Society.  She also coached 
girls on the run at Grand Ave and worked at SP Healthcare. Some 
of her favorite memories at Concordia have been the annual trip to 
United Methodist Children’s Services with VIM.  She also recalls 
all the memories with the youth group on Wednesday nights.  One 
of her favorite Wednesday night laughs was when Evelyn fell in 
the boys bathroom and the endless times she watched everyone 
playing sardines through the security camera.  Another one of her 
memories was when Pastor Doris cracked a raw egg all over the 
floor during a children’s sermon.   

Ella would like to tell younger members of the church to work hard and do your best because it will 
pay off in the future and to stay connected with the church because the friendships and memories that 
she has made through the church have been the ones she treasured most.  After high school, Ella plans 
to attend Edgewood College to major in nursing with a minor in neuroscience.  She hopes to pursue a 
career as a sleep medicine nurse practitioner.   
 
“I would like to thank the congregation of Concordia for supporting  
me every step of the way. I grew up in this congregation and I would 
not have wanted it any other way. I feel blessed to have had  
the opportunity to be a part of this wonderful church and I  
promise to come back when I am in town.  Thank you.” ~Ella  

Dawson has been a part of Concordia since he was born.  Some 
of his most memorable moments at Concordia include Sunday 
School classes, the Christmas programs and all the fun activi-
ties.  During high school, Dawson was a proud and accom-
plished member of the wrestling team.  He shares that wres-
tling was where he learned that you have to work hard to get 
the end result you want and that it made him a stronger per-
son both inside and out.  After high school, Dawson isn’t sure 
of his plans are yet.  This summer he will be working and 
looking to some options to work in the trades.  
 
“ Live every day to the fullest and be thankful for what you 
have and don’t dwell on what you don’t have.” ~Dawson  



 

 

Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. (I Peter 4:7) 

So, when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore the king-
dom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witness-

es in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ (Acts 1:6-8) 

In Western culture, especially in the United States, we tend to think more about destinations than jour-
neys.  We spend so much time in cars racing from place to place, making and keeping  
appointments, that we are often unaware of the spaces we pass through.  We have an elaborate Inter-
state Highway System that allows us to travel as quickly as possible from point A to point B.  But what 
about everything in between? 

We often do this with our calendars as well, highlighting special days, but ignoring significant  
seasons.  We sometimes race through Advent to get to Christmas, singing Christmas songs for weeks be-
fore Christmas, and having the Wise Men arrive on Christmas Eve along with the  
shepherds.  The twelve days of Christmas – between Christmas Eve and Epiphany are  
compressed into one exhausting Christmas carol.  The significance and power of Advent and Epiphany get 
lost in the dynamic glory of Christmas. 

The same is true with Lent, Holy Week, Easter, and the symbol rich season known as Eastertide – the fifty 
days between Easter and Pentecost.  At one time in our Protestant history (and most definitely in the Ro-
man Catholic and Eastern Orthodox traditions), Eastertide was significant and celebrated as a time of re-
joicing in the Risen Christ as well as preparing for the gifting of the Holy Spirit.  Each Sunday between East-
er and Pentecost – seven in all – are festival days, intended for feasting, celebration, adoration, and 
thanksgiving.  The guiding principle of the seven Sundays of Eastertide is to eat, drink, and be merry. 

The other side of this coin is that the other six days each week are times from prayer, devotion, and re-
flection on the kind of life we are leading.  In the words of one anonymous mystic writing to a novitiate, 
“these days you sweep the soul, you cleanse the corners, and cast light into every shadow, making ready 
space for the Holy Ghost.”  Symbolically, Jesus is preparing to ascend, the Holy Spirit is preparing to de-
scend, and we prepare to bid farewell to one as we prepare to receive the other. 

In this year of pandemic and separation, I believe it is an ideal time to reconnect with Eastertide.  Peter 
writes that we may cast all our anxiety on God, because he cares for us and will give us the space, confi-
dence, and assurance we need to focus on our relationship to the Christ, to the Holy Spirit, and to the 
Church.  It is not up to us to worry how long this pandemic and disengagement may last.  This will all pass 
in God’s time.  Instead, it is up to us to prepare our hearts and minds for the Holy Spirit, to celebrate the 
grand and glorious gift God gave through Jesus’ resurrection, and to prepare once more to celebrate the 
birthday of the Christian church.  This should not be a desolate time.  Instead of putting Easter behind us 
and racing to Pentecost, this is an invitation to us to “get out of the car” and look around.  Let us explore 
together.  Let us see the sights.  Let us reflect on the journey.  Let this be a rich time of both celebration 
and  
contemplation.  We indeed are Easter people.  We certainly are heading toward Pentecost.  But there is 
so much God in between that we don’t want to miss.  Blessing to all. 

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung 

Our Journey Toward Pentecost 
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 Witness 
Worship, Hospitality, & Telling the Story 

Giving: “In remembrance of  me heal the sick” TFWS 2254 
May 2020 

And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you? And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just 
as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ Matthew 25:39-40 
 
In the 2nd and 3rd centuries AD, when pagans far outnumbered Christians, a pair of epidemics 
rocked the Roman Empire.  After the second in 252 AD, Dionysius (190?-264), Bishops of  
Alexandria, wrote in an Easter letter how Christians had behaved better toward the sick, than had 
the pagans.  The pagans had run from the sick, abandoned relatives, ejected the dying from their 
homes and left the dead in the streets.  In contrast, Christians diligently ministered to the sick and 
prepared the dead for burial.  As a result, many Christians, themselves, became ill and died; it was a 
death akin to martyrdom, in the Bishop’s opinion.  
 
The sociologist of religion Rodney Stark, in the Rise of Christianity, has argued that this behavior of 
early Christians, and similar behavior during other epidemics, was critically important in the early 
growth of Christianity and its displacement of pagan polytheism.  Christians survived at higher rates, 
the plague disrupted their communities less, they exhibited less fear, and they helped those in dire 
need.  The pagans noticed and in subsequent years, the ranks of Christianity swelled.   
 
One can only hope that history will remember the service and witness of our generation of Christians 
in the time of the coronavirus epidemic.  Did we pray together, did we continue to worship, though 
from afar, did we give to financially support the mission and ministry of the church? Did we support 
charities caring for the poor and sick, did we help teach the children home from school, did we help 
the laid off and furloughed apply for benefits, and did we help the disenfranchised vote, and so on?  
 
You are the answer to my questions.  
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation. 
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Sunday Worship 
In the month of May, we will 

continue to share our Worship 
on Zoom and DVD (sent to 
those by request or without 

internet).  The service will be 
posted on Facebook on Sunday 
morning and a link sent out via 
email.  If you need help access-
ing the service, contact Laila.  

Sunday, May 3 
“Turn, Turn, Turn”  

Ruth 1 

Children’s Worship  
On Zoom!  

Sundays at 1:00pm  
Concordia members will  

receive a link for Children’s 
Worship through email.  The 
Zoom time will be about 30 

minutes and anyone is  
welcome to join in the fun!

Join Pastor Claire on Sundays 
at 1:00!   

Sunday Fellowship  
On Zoom!  

Join us on Sunday mornings 
at 10:00am on Zoom for  

Fellowship time! Bring your 
own coffee or beverage and 
click on the link or call in to 

talk with friends from  
Concordia. The Link to join 
will be sent out each week.  
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6:8 C Far 20/20 
6:8 has been blown away by our community’s generous response in this crisis.  Powered by the  

generosity of donors, 6:8 is providing financial aid for families and individuals financially affected by 
the COVID-19 Crisis.  6:8’s motivation is that financial boost during this time could prevent a  

downward spiral into poverty.   
 

6:8”s C-FAR 20/20 program allows us to SEE clearly and SEE FAR.  Given financial assistance now, 
someone can continue to take care of their family, providing stability and a brighter future.  Will you 

join us? If you are willing to make a donation, please bring out the form on  
MakingServicePesonal.com or mail a check to: 6:8 Covid-19 Financial Aid Relief 2020 

821 Industry Drive 
Sauk City, WI 53583 

 
Sauk Prairie Schools Mobile Lunch/Breakfast 

The Sauk Prairie School District has been providing lunch and breakfast to any students age 18 and 
younger during school closure.  The plan includes delivery grab and go locations in 

Merrimac, Tower Rock, Bluffview and Roxbury, as well as drive up at the high school.  ALL students 
age 18 and under are eligible for the meals.  Visit the SP Schools website for more information. 

Outreach 
Mission...Mercy...Justice 

melodies of  compassion 
The loose coin offerings for the months of  

May and June will go to  
Northcott House in Milwaukee.  If you would 
like to make a contribution to the MOC while 
worship services are suspended, please indi-

cate that in your offering mailed to the church 
or by using the Vanco App.  Thank you for  

supporting Northcott House!  

We will include prayer  
requests in the weekly 
Chimes.  If  you would like 
to be added or removed 
from the weekly prayer 
List, please contact Laila.  
If  you are in need of  Pastoral care, please 
contact Pastor Claire at 608-338-8084 or 
email at pastorclairedouglass@gmail.com   

         UMW Board Meeting 
        Tuesday, May 5th 
       10:00am on Zoom  
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Sun 
M

on 
Tue 

W
ed 

Thu 
Fri 

Sat 

 
 

     

  
 

 
 

1 7:00pm
 Revive C

am
pfire 

Songs on Zoom
  

2 8:00am
 Living out our 

faith on Zoom
  

   

3 10:00am
 Fellow

ship on 
Zoom

  
11:00am

 Youth G
roup 

Prayer on Zoom
  

1:00pm
 C

hildren’s  
W

orship on Zoom
  

 

4 6:00pm
 Bible Study on 

Zoom
  

 

5 10:00am
 U

M
W

  
m

eeting on Zoom
  

 1:00pm
 6th grade 

class on Zoom
  

6 6:00pm
 C

onfirm
ation on 

Zoom
  

 7:00pm
 Youth G

roup on 
Zoom

  
 

7 2-3:30 Pastor C
laire 

office hours on Zoom
  

  

8 
9 8:00am

 Living out our 
faith on Zoom

 
 

10  
10:00am

 Fellow
ship on 

Zoom
  

11:00am
 Youth G

roup 
on Zoom

  
1:00pm

 C
hildren’s  

W
orship on Zoom

  

11 
6:00pm

 Bible Study on 
Zoom

  

12 
11:00am

 6th grade 
class Zoom

  
 7:00pm

 C
hurch C

ouncil 
M

eeting on Zoom
  

 

13  
6:00pm

 C
onfirm

ation on 
Zoom

  
 7:00pm

 Youth G
roup on 

Zoom
  

 

14 
2-3:30 Pastor C

laire 
office hours on Zoom

  

15 
16 
8:00am

 Living out our 
faith on Zoom

 
 

17 
10:00am

 Fellow
ship on 

Zoom
  

11:00am
 Youth G

roup 
on Zoom

  
1:00pm

 C
hildren’s 

W
orship on Zoom

  

18 
6:00pm

 Bible Study on 
Zoom

  

19 
20 
7:00pm

 Youth G
roup on 

Zoom
  

21 
2-3:30 Pastor C

laire 
office hours on Zoom

  

22 
23 
8:00am

 Living out our 
faith on Zoom

  

24 
10:00am

 Fellow
ship on 

Zoom
  

11:00am
 Youth G

roup 
on Zoom

  
1:00pm

 C
hildren’s 

W
orship on Zoom

  

25 
26 
 

27 
7:00pm

 Y
outh G

roup on 
Z

oom
  

28 
2-3:30 Pastor C

laire 
office hours on Z

oom
  

29 
30 
8:00am

 Living out our 
faith on Zoom
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