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God of  love and power,  
We know that you are with us and 
you are for us.  You are the God 

who breaks down every barrier.  We 
trust that your Spirit will break 
through in us and your church.  

Give us the courage to step through 
the doors you open.  Fill us with the 

grace, mercy and power of  Jesus.  
Lead us where you would have us 

go.  Amen.   



 

 

Confession, I am not much of a social media mogul. Sure, I enjoy the 
occasional use of Facebook and sometimes remember to post a photo 
on Instagram, but for the most part I am not up to date on the latest 
app for your phone or place to send your photos. So it will probably 
not be surprising to you to learn that when people began the 30 Days 
of Thankfulness Challenge, in which people posted on the internet one 
thing they were grateful for everyday in November, I was not exactly 
on board. I had better things to do with my time then to sit around 
coming up with things I was grateful for that frankly no one else 
would read. 
 

Well, I am here to admit that I had the wrong attitude and I have seen the light. Ladders recently 
posted an article entitled “New Neuroscience reveals 4 rituals that will make you happy” and what is 
ritual number one you ask, gratitude. It turns out that being thankful activates the same centers in the 
brain and produces the same chemicals as antidepressants. Being grateful can literally make you feel 
happier. Additionally, you do not even have to come up with something you are grateful for in order 
for you to become happier. Just the act of considering what you are grateful for in enough to produce 
these effects. 
 
But this would not have been cutting edge news for the Early Christians. They understood the 
importance of being grateful. Philippians 4:4-8 reads, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice! 
Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, beloved, whatever is 
true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if 
there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.” Paul the author of 
Philippians recognizes that the key to living a peace filled God centered life is to be thankful and to 
focus on God’s grace. Through this act of gratefulness we can not only thank God for the goodness in 
our lives, we can feel happier, more secure and ready to follow God’s leading wherever.  
 
So I would like to challenge you to complete the 30 Days of Thankfulness Challenge this November. 
Find a calendar or a journal, text a friend or a family member, or even post it on Facebook or twitter, 
regardless of how you want to record God’s goodness in your life, take time each day to think of one 
thing that you are thankful for. I can promise you won’t regret it. 
 
Blessings,  
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1st– Jackie Counts 
3rd– Merton Von Wald 
3rd– Lisa Wenzel 
5th– Heidi Halling 
6th– Roger DeVoe 
7th– Mary Zins 
8th– Kelli Endres 
8th– Taylor Koenig 
10th– Timothy Ladd 
12th– Tom Clark 
12th– Robin Henn 
13th– Jamie Nehring 
13th– Cassandra McNulty 
14th– Isaiah Enge 
19th– Linda Ward 
21st– Sandy Enge 
28th– Otis Andres 
29th– Pam Dickson 
29th– Pat Mings 
29th– Susan Ballweg 
30th– Cindy Paske 
30th– Tyffany Atwell 
30th– Carly Schroeder 
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Archer Prayer 
Let’s get more serious about prayer.  In Flood-
gates’, Susan Nilson Kibbey asks, if we really  

believe that prayer makes a difference then we will 
be more conscious of our need to pray to God in all  

situations.  She suggests that people be active in 
Archer Prayer; prayer which has a target in mind. 
The Church Council invites us to pray for specific 

targets in our ministry:  
 The target is for the Stewardship Program and 

spiritual and financial growth of  
Concordia UMC.  

 The targets are Holly Neale and John Budd and 
those training to be Stephen Ministers. 

 The target is for prayers for guests that visit 
Concordia.  

 The target is for everyone to share the good 
news.  
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Concordia Members and Friends,  
Thank you to my friends at Concordia who have 
supported me with your prayers, visits and cards 
during the past weeks with my brother John’s 
death.       
     ~Louise Enge 
 
LIVE COURAGEOUSLY,  
I want to say thank you with a grateful heart to all 
of you who contributed in any way to our Live 
Courageously stewardship program for this fall.  
God has blessed Concordia with cheerful workers, 
willing hearts, and generous givers.  May we all 
live more courageously in our service to our Lord.   
  ~Barb Hultberg, Stewardship Chair 
 
Dear Concordia United Methodist Church,  
6:8 would like to personally thank you for  
donating to our 2018-2019 backpack program! It is 
because of people like you that 168 families in the 
Sauk Prairie School District were able to receive 
food throughout the school year.  We could not 
have done this without you!  Have a safe and 
blessed year!  
God Bless,  
Your friends at 6:8 
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  second sunday  
donations 

Second Sunday dona ons (food, cash, hygiene, 
household items) for November will go to        

    HOPE HOUSE 
Please place any donated items in the blue bin that 

is located in the Galena Street Entrance.   melodies of  compassion 
The loose coin offerings for the months of  

November and December will go to  
Redbird Mission.  The outreach committee will 

match up to $200.00 of the donated coins  
towards this ministry.  Thank you for supporting 

Redbird Mission!  

 

coats for kids 
The outreach committee will be collecting coats 

and other winter items for kids and adults.  Items 
must be clean and in good condition and may be 
placed in a box by the Fellowship Hall.  They will 

be distributed throughout the Sauk Prairie 
Schools by the social worker.  The collection will 

end November 10th.  Thank you!  

 

 
 
  

Zelpha’S panTrY  
 

“Zelpha’s Pantry” was an idea of Zelpha Hook’s 
during the time that Concordia started  

serving the Community Meals.  It is another 
way to provide for those that don’t always have 
enough of the basics when it comes to personal 
hygiene items.  Donations can be placed on the 
counter in the kitchen or put in the tub under 
the counter labeled “Zelpha’s Pantry”.  Items 
that are popular are toilet paper, toothpaste, 

toothbrushes, razors, soap, deodorant.   
Thank you for helping the outreach  

committee continue what  
Zelpha started!  

stock the schools 
For the month of November, items that will 
be collected to help SP Students in need are:  
 

Breadsticks with Cheese 
Personal Hygiene Items 

 
Please place donated items in the red bin in 

Fellowship Hall and they are given to the 
school social worker to distribute to kids in 

need.  Thank you!  
 

november  
community meals 

Please join us for the community meals at 
Concordia! Bring a friend or 2 and enjoy a meal 

with others! October dates are:  
November 10 and November 24 

4:00pm-6:00pm in Fellowship Hall. 

 

Outreach 
Mission...Mercy...Jus ce 

2019 missionary  
temba nkomozepi 

Temba Nkomozepi is a missionary with the United 
Methodist Board of Global Ministries serving as an  
agriculturalist at Mujila Falls Agricultural Center 

in Zambia.  Temba takes part in a range of  
agricultural, education, and health projects, as well 
as church growth and development.  Concordia will 
be supporting Temba in 2019! Concordia’s contri-

bution goal towards Temba is $2,500.00  
annually.  Total collection to date is: $3,018.00 

Thank you for your contributions  
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UMW Board Meeting 
Tuesday, November 5th 
10:00am at the church 

Bazaar Baked Goods 
The bakery is very popular.  All 

the baked goods you wish to 
make are appreciated-bars, 

breads, cookies, snack mixes, 
candies and other goodies.  

There are 8”x8” foil pans and 2 
lb. foil loaf pans in the kitchen 

on the counter between the  
refrigerators for your use.   

Please bring your goodies to 
church anytime on Friday, 

November 1st between 
9:00am and 4:00pm.   

Please do not cut food into  
serving sizes.  The product left 
whole will stay fresh and be at 

its best when it is cut and  
packaged just prior to selling.   

Thank you!  

umw circle meeting 
Monday, November 11th         1:30pm– Fellowship Hall 

Program: Speaker from 6:8 will share information about their 
new “Circles Program.”  This will include discussion on food 
needs for the program and how the program is designed to 
bring people out of poverty.   
Hostess: Marty Virchow 
We will be collecting our annual “Thank Offering” at this  
meeting, plus our “Memorial Service” will take place.   
 

Everyone is welcome to attend!   
Bazaar workshop days and clean-up 

Wednesday and Thursday will be bazaar workshop days.  Come 
to Fellowship Hall anytime after 10:00am on those days to help! 

The bazaar ends at 2pm on Saturday and everything is dismantled 
and removed from Fellowship Hall at that time.  Please consider 

making yourself available to help with these clean-up tasks.   
Thank you!  
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Nurture Team 
Congregational Care 
Spiritual Formation  

 Youth Group/Grades 6-12 
November Calendar 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, November 30:  
   6pm-7pm: Confirmation and 6th graders 
   7pm-8pm: Youth Group  
 
Sunday, November 3:  
   9am-10am: Discussion Group  
 
Wednesday, November 6:  
   5:30pm-6:30pm: Confirmation/6th graders 
   6:30pm-7:30pm: Guest Speaker 
 
Sunday, November 10:  
   9am-10am: Discussion Group  
 
Wednesday, November 13:  
   5:15pm-8pm: Food Pantry  
 
Sunday, November 17:  
   9am-10am: Prepare Coffee Fellowship 
   10am-10:30am: Serve Coffee and Treats 
   10:30am– Lead Worship  
 
Wednesday, November 20:  
   6pm-7pm: Confirmation and 6th graders 
   7pm-8pm: Youth Group  
 
Sunday, November 24:  
   9am-10am: Discussion Group  
 
Wednesday, November 27:  
   6:30pm: Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 

Guest Speaker Night 
All 6th-12th grade  

students, parents and 
grandparents,  

community members 
 

Wednesday, November 6th 
6:30-7:30pm at Concordia  

 
You will learn: How to communicate with love,  
setting healthy boundaries, social media risks,  

human trafficking awareness.  Kimberly Pink is 
from Clarity Clinic and is a certified sexual risk 
avoidance educator and motivational speaker. 

 

Concordia Children’s choir  
presents:  

 
An Emoji Christmas 

Sunday, December 21st  
10:30am Service 

 
Program preview:  Diana is a smart phone user 
who has decided to share the Christmas story 
with her friends and family using her favorite 
Emojis.  This program uses skits, songs and 

scripture to re-tell the Christmas story in a fun, 
new way that resonates with today’s youth.   

Movie Night at 
Concordia 

 
Friday, November 8 

6:30pm 
“UP”  

On the BIG SCREEN!  
 

All are invited to attend 
movie night.  Wear comfy 

clothes and join us! Popcorn 
and drinks provided.  

Bring a friend!  
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 SOFAS 
Seniors Out for Adventure 

Open to anyone 60 years young and older 
 

Wednesday, November 6th 
Meet at the church at 8:45am to  

arrange carpooling.   
We will be going out to breakfast at  

Aunt Ozie’s Cafe  
 

Sign up in Fellowship Hall on the   
clipboard    

 
SOFAS meets the first Wednesday of every month in  

Fellowship Hall  

WCC- Women’s Conversation and Connection  
November 26, 2019, 8:30am  

Eagle Inn Restaurant, Prairie du Sac 
 

All women of any age are invited to join the conversation.  Come 
for coffee/breakfast as we share what’s happening in our lives.  

Bring a friend!  
 

WCC meets the 4th Tuesday of  
every month at Eagle Inn.   

Stephen Ministry 
Christ caring for  

people through people 
 

Our Congregation offers 
Stephen Ministry to provide 

confidential, one-to-one 
Christian care to people who 
are gong through a difficult 

time.   
 

A Stephen Minister is a  
well-trained caregiver who 

listens, cares, prays,  
encourages and offers the 

love of Christ during a time 
of need.  

 
To learn more about  
Stephen Ministry at  

Concordia, please contact 
our leaders Holly Neale or 

John Budd.   

Youth Group  
Food Pack 2019 



 

 

November 3, 2019 
Ushers: 
Roger and Jan Cole 
Charlene Tetiva 
Greeters: 
Aaron Andres Family     
Communion:  
Irene DeVoe/Beth McNulty 
Liturgist:  
Andrea Mauch 
Tech Desk:  
Doug Hultberg 
Acolytes:  
Maddy and Myles Mauch 
Nursery:  
Lindsay Rodgers 

November 17, 2019 
Ushers:  
Concordia Youth Group 
Greeters:  
Concordia Youth Group 
Liturgist:  
Concordia Youth Group 
Tech Desk:  
Bruce Koch and  
Concordia Youth Group  
Acolytes:  
Ava and Otis Andres 
Nursery:  
Andrea Mauch 

November 10, 2019  
Ushers:  
Bruce and Leslie Koch 
Kathy Bochar 
Greeters:  
Dillon Family    
Liturgist:  
Kevin Emshoff 
Tech Desk:  
Pat Mings 
Acolytes:  
Anna and Addie Drescher 
Nursery:  
Roxanne Andres 
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November 24, 2019 
Ushers: 
Tim and Kari Marshall 
Pat Yanke 
Greeters: 
Alyea Family   
Liturgist:  
Heidi Halling 
Tech Desk:  
Irene DeVoe 
Acolytes:  
Eric Emshoff/Gavin Carncross 
Nursery:  
Lisa/Alyssa Wenzel  

Witness 
Worship, Hospitality,  
& Telling the Story 

 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Choir 
The First UCC music director, Dennis Kahn, is 
scheduled to lead the ecumenical choir this year and 
he would like to invite any and all interested singers 
to rehearsal on Wednesday, November 20 at the 
First UCC at 7:30pm in the sanctuary.  The choir will also  
rehearse on November 27th at 6:00pm at Concordia.  All are  
invited to join the ecumenical choir for this special worship service.   



  

 

 

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and 
he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 
Lament and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy into dejection. 
Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.       
            James 4:7-10 

This is an odd time of year liturgically and culturally.  We have created an odd and fantastic cultural 
holiday called Halloween, which finds its roots in All Hallows Eve and All Saints Day.  It cannot be  
denied that both Halloween and All Saints Day have gone through superstitious and irrational  
evolutions throughout the ages.  But they both bring us back to an eternal and nagging decision: do 
we choose good or evil? 

This may almost sound absurd to modern ears, but it has been a religious and philosophical dilemma 
for millennia.  Human beings are “double-minded.”  Their articulated values – what they say is most 
important – does not always (often?) align with their lived values – what they give most of their 
time, energy, and attention to. 

I hear some people comment that Christians should not “celebrate” Halloween.  This is disturbing 
on two accounts.  As it has evolved through the centuries, it is not a “celebration” so much as a 
public “mockery” of evil.  Laughing at the devil is the surest way to force the devil to flee.  The devil, 
and Satanic forces (history tells us), is only as strong and powerful as the person allows it to be.  A 
Christian has nothing to fear from the devil because the devil has absolutely no power over 
God.  For many centuries, fear of the devil was viewed as a measure of faithlessness: the true  
faithful had no fear of Satan, because Satan has no power over Christians. 

For ourselves today, I would wish a recovery and restoration of a celebration of All Saints.  The 
mockery of evil that characterized All Hallows Eve “cleaned house” for the spirits and essences of 
the holy and devout who have gone before.  We honor and praise the men and women who have 
offered their lives to inspire and to elevate others.  What a glorious party could we throw if we  
committed ourselves to looking for the good in all those who laid the foundation for our faith.  We 
should declare a festival day following Halloween where we strip away all the masks and costumes 
to be fully present to the true “saints” of our churches.  How wonderful to celebrate the ancestors 
who made life possible today! 

This probably won’t happen (unless we give away a lot of free candy) but it is a nice vision and 
dream.  We often give more time and attention to the things we fear than to the things we truly  
believe and revere.  We worry about ghosts, instead of celebrating Spirit.  We look for demons 
when we are constantly surrounded by saints.  We are anxious about evil instead of remembering 
we are redeemed by an irresistible and undeniable good. 

                        Continue on the next page 

Letter from the Bishop:  
For All the Saints: Choosing Good Over Evil 
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            Letter from the Bishop– Continued from page 9 

My friends, it is not a terrible thing to participate in Halloween activities, as long as we don’t give it 
power.  For Halloween is not the end of the story.  Beyond death, beyond decay, beyond ghouls 
and witches and monsters and boogie men, beyond even evil – there is God.  We have nothing to 
fear, ever.  God is with us.  God goes before us.  God follows after us.  And God has been present in 
the saints of our faith and our church from the very beginning and for all time.  Celebrate with me 
all the men and women who in their living and their leading have shined Christ’s light throughout 
the world.  In all ways, at all times, in all places, my beloved Christian siblings, choose the good! 

Grace and Peace, 
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung 

GIVING–Year-End Giving 
For he delivers the needy when they call, the poor and those who have no helper.  He has pity on the weak and 
the needy, and saves the lives of the needy.  From oppression and violence he redeems their life; and precious is 
their blood in his sight.                                                Psalm 72:12-14 
 
In our charitable giving, we strive to assist our God in aiding the poor and in helping the oppressed.  
In doing this, we share a mission with other churches and many worthy nonprofits.  Now, as the 
year is nearing its end, we will be receiving from them many appeals for year-end giving.  You may 
be surprised to learn that nearly one-third of annual charitable giving occurs in December.  
 
The Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation urges you to plan your giving and remember the 
poor and needy during this season of giving thanks and sharing gifts.  Your church and local  
agencies may have a number of opportunities such as giving trees and so forth.   
 
The Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation has a year-end appeal for four charitable targets plus 
any you choose to designate:  
 
 Wisconsin United Methodist Health and Welfare Programs 
 The Scholars Award Program 
 UMCOR Disaster Relief 
 The Bishop’s Relief Fund 
 Your Own Special Interest (you designate the recipient) 
 
You can find more information about each of these charitable targets and make an online donation 
at www.wumf.org/year-end-giving-ideas.  Remember, we can help with stock gifts.   
 
Please prayerfully consider your plans for charitable giving this holiday season and give generously 
to the charities of your choice.   
 
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 
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6:8 Community Meal  
A free buffet style meal is served on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays 

of the month at the 6:8 building.  All are welcome to attend  
between 5:00-7:00pm. 6:8 is located at 821 Industry Road.  

 
Alzheimer Dementia Support Group 

Whether you simply want a reference point to know what to  
expect when cognitive changes knock on your loved one’s door or 
find comfort from others who are walking in your same shoes, the  
Alzheimer Dementia Support group welcomes you.  Free meetings 
are hosted at Maplewood, every 4th Tuesday, 3:00-4:30.  RSVP’s 

are not necessary. Questions, contact Theresa Grimes at 632-3383. 
 

Caregiver Boot Camp 
Caregiver Boot Camp is a FREE educational survival program for 
families coping with Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias.  The 

following topics will be covered:  What is Dementia? Dementia 
Live, Tough Conversations, Caring for the Caregiver, and More! 
November 16th from 9:00am-3:00pm at the 6:8 Building.  Contact 

Brianna Wipperfurth at the ADRC of Eagle Country, Baraboo  
Office to register.  Brianna.wipperfurth@saukcountywi.gov or  

608-355-3289.  Lunch is provided!  
 

Thanksgiving Fellowship Meal 
All are welcome for this free meal on Thursday, November 28th at 

12:00 Noon at St. Aloysius School.  Home deliveries are also  
offered by calling Lauren Maier– 608-370-9508 or Sandy Maier– 

608-448-5131.  Deliveries will commence at 11:00am  
Thanksgiving morning.  If you wish to volunteer, please call Mitch 

or Sandy Maier.  Thank you for the generous food donations by 
area businesses, and the donations and efforts of many.   

 
Sauk Prairie Caring Tree Program 

Applications are available at St. Vincent de Paul Community  
Resource Center– 1906 North Street Prairie du Sac or St. Vincent 

de Paul Community Store.  Applications must be returned by  
November 18th.  Unwrapped gifts are due back to businesses by 

December 9th.  The gift distribution will be on December 21st.  If 
you have questions regarding eligibility, please call 644-0505.  
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H.E.L.P 
First UCC is asking you to 
Help Excite Little People!  

As in the past, H.E.L.P. will be 
collecting gently, used toys and 
items for teens this holiday sea-
son.  Our program is based out 
of First UCC, but has become a 
community wide project.  All 
items donated are distributed 
to children/teens that ar ein 

need in the SP area.  Donations 
may be brought to the Wash-

ington Ave entrance of the 
church and placed by the little 
red sleigh by December 14th.  

Please NO adult clothing. 
Monetary donations may be 

sent to the church.   .  

The Neighborly 
The Community Free 

Clothing Store 
 

The Neighborly clothing store 
is located at the First United 
Methodist Church of Baraboo 
at 615 Broadway.  Neighborly 
is a place where you will find 
clothing of all sizes, new and 

gently used, clean and 
sized...and free!  There are 

clothing and accessories for 
newborns to adults.  The store 
hours are: Mondays 1-2:30pm, 
Tuesdays 5:00-6:00pm.  For 
more information, please call  

608-356-3991.   



 

 

N
ovem

ber 2019 
Sun 

M
on 

Tue 
W

ed 
Thu 

Fri 
Sat 

 
 

     

  
 

 
 

1 7:00am
 U

M
 M

en  
 

2 8:00am
-2:00pm

 
U

M
W

 H
oliday Bazaar 

   

3 9:00am
 Sunday School 

10:00am
 Fellow

ship 
10:30am

 W
orship  

  

4 6:30pm
 Stephen M

inistry  
Training 
 

5 10:00am
 U

M
W

 M
eeting 

 

6 8:45am
 SO

FA
s m

eet for  
Breakfast at A

unt O
zie’s 

5:30pm
 C

onfirm
ation and  

6th grade class 
6:15pm

 H
andbells  

6:30pm
 G

rounded G
uest 

Speaker 

7 6:30pm
 C

hoir Rehearsal 
   

8 7:00am
 U

M
 M

en 
9 8:00am

 Living out our 
faith  
 

10 
9:00am

 Sunday School 
10:00am

 Fellow
ship 

10:30am
 W

orship  
4:00pm

 C
om

m
. M

eal 
 

11 
1:30pm

 U
M

W
 C

ircle  
M

eeting  
6:30pm

 Stephen M
inistry 

Training 

12 
6:00pm

 Finance M
eeting 

7:00pm
 C

hurch C
ouncil 

13 
5:15pm

 Youth G
roup at 

The Food Pantry  
6:15pm

 H
andbells 

 

14 
6:30pm

 C
hoir Rehearsal 

15 
7:00am

 U
M

 M
en 

16 
8:00am

 Living out our 
faith  

 

17 
9:00am

 Sunday School  
10:00am

 Fellow
ship 

10:30am
 W

orship  

18 
6:30pm

 Stephen M
inistry 

Training 

19 
7:00pm

 SPRC
 M

eeting 
20 
6:00pm

 C
onfirm

ation and 
6th grade classes 
6:15pm

 H
andbells 

7:00pm
 Youth G

roup 
7:30pm

 Ecum
enical C

hoir  

21 
6:30pm

 C
hoir Rehearsal 

   

22 
7:00am

 U
M

 M
en 

23 
8:00am

 Living out our 
faith  

 

24 
9:00am

 Sunday School  
10:00am

 Fellow
ship 

10:30am
 W

orship  
4:00pm

 C
om

m
unity 

M
eal  

25 
6:30pm

 Stephen M
inistry 

Trianing 
  

26 
8:30am

 W
C

C
 at Eagle 

Inn 

27 
6:00pm

 Ecum
enical C

hoir  
Practice at C

oncordia 
7:00pm

 Ecum
enical  

Thanksgiving Eve Service 
A

t C
oncordia  

28 
H

appy Thanksgiving!  
29 
7:00am

 U
M

 M
en 

30 
8:00am

 Living out our 
faith  
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