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God of love and power,
We know that you are with us and
you are for us. You are the God
who breaks down every barrier. We
trust that your Spirit will break
through in us and your church.
Give us the courage to step through
the doors you open. Fill us with the
grace, mercy and power of Jesus.
Lead us where you would have us
go. Amen.

Pastor Rev. Claire Douglass
pastorclairedouglass@gmail.com | 608-643-8822—church
608-338-8084– Cell I 608-643-8068—parsonage
Laila Drescher, Administrative Assistant
secr@concordiaumc.org | 608-643-6356—office
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In the beginning of one of my favorite movies, You’ve Got Mail, the two main characters write emails
back and forth to one another. One of them writes, “Don’t you love New York in the fall? It makes me
wanna buy school supplies. I would send you a bouquet of newly sharpened pencils if I knew your name
and address.” Though Wisconsin is pretty far from New York the feeling of fall is just beginning to
creep into the air. I do not know about you but it makes me want to purchase new number two pencils
and scotch tape.
Fall is often a season of transitions and new beginnings. Students and teachers begin a new school
year. The leaves begin to fall. All of us begin to prepare for winter in Wisconsin with increasing
anticipation. This is also the season that we prepare for a new year within the church. We select those
who will serve on committees, file yearly paperwork with the Annual Conference and we prepare our
budget for the next year. While, this is less than glamorous work, these are important tasks that allow
us to continue to reach out to our community in ministry. It’s these kinds of mundane processes that
allow us to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
Part of this important process is that we ask all of the members of our church to courageously and
prayerfully look at their lives and priorities and estimate their giving for the coming year. This
estimate can be changed mid-year if things change in your family or if there is an area within the
church that you feel particularly called to support, but this estimate helps us to know as a community
how we can best spend our financial resources.
Lamentations 3:22-24 reads, “The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to
an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. ‘The LORD is my portion,’ says my soul,
‘therefore I will hope in him.’” Every morning is an opportunity for a new beginning. Every morning is
an opportunity to create something new. It is a sign of God’s love and faithfulness to us that the sun
rises and we get to start again. As we plan for this coming year within the church, I pray that we will
make courageous choices. That we will remember that our hope is in the Lord and with the Lord’s
guidance, I am sure that we as a church community will grow stronger and more faithful each and
every day.
While I cannot send you each a bouquet of newly sharpened pencils to celebrate this new year in our
church, I do send you my deepest appreciation for the warm welcome you have given me. Together
with God, I am sure we will do great things in the coming months and years.
Pastor Claire

3

What’s in the Chimes?
Pastor’s Page
September Birthdays
Archer Prayer
Open House at the Parsonage
Melodies of Compassion
Second Sunday Donations
Stock the Schools
Zelpha’s Pantry
United Methodist Women
Christian Grandparenting
Confirmation and Sunday School
SOFAS, WCC, Living Out Our Faith
Stephan Ministries
College Care Packages
Witness and Choir
Letter from Bishop Hee-Soo Jung
UM Foundation Letter
Community Events
Thank You
Calendar

Page 2
Page 3
Page 3
Page 3
Page 4
Page 4
Page 4
Page 4
Page 5
Page 5
Page 6
Page 7
Page 7
Page 7
Page 8
Page 9-10
Page 10
Page 11
Page 11
Page 12

October Birthdays
2nd– Sarah Koenig
3rd– Greg Mauch
5th– Virginia Moely
8th– Cari Coker-Fritsch
11th– Kari Marshall
13th– Bruce Koch
13th– Matthew Wenzel
17th– Shirley Bartnick
17th– Anna Drescher
18th– Maria Andres
20th– Barb Hultberg
20th– Andrea Mauch
23rd– Lew Dillon
25th– Jack Coyle
28th– Scott Alyea

Fall Office Hours:
Mondays: 8:00am-1:00pm
Wednesdays: 8:00am-1:00pm
Thursdays: 8:00am-1:00pm

Open House at the Parsonage
Pastor Claire and Kory would like to invite
everyone to the parsonage for an open house on
September 28th from 1:00pm-4:00pm
Light refreshments will be served. It is a great
opportunity to get to know each other better in
their home! Bashford UMC congregation will also
be invited! Please mark your calendars and join in
welcoming Pastor Claire and Kory!

Archer Prayer
Let’s get more serious about
prayer. In Floodgates’, Susan
Nilson Kibbey asks, if we really
believe that prayer makes a difference then we will
be more conscious of our need to pray to God in all
situations. She suggests that people be active in
Archer Prayer; prayer which has a target in mind.
The Church Council invites us to pray for specific
targets in our ministry:
The target is for the Stewardship Program and
spiritual and financial growth of
Concordia UMC.
The targets are Holly Neale and John Budd
and those training to be Stephen Ministers.
The target is for prayers for guests that visit
Concordia.
The target is for children to share the good
news.
The target is for our Sunday School program

We’re on the Web!

Don’t forget that Concordia has a web page. You
can find us online at www.concordiaumc.org
You’ll see weekly updates with information about
upcoming events. If you haven’t already, you can
also “Like” Concordia’s Facebook page.
Check it out!
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Outreach
Mission...Mercy...Justice
melodies of compassion
The loose coin offerings for the months of
September and October will go to the Reedsburg
Hispanic Ministry. The outreach committee will
match up to $200.00 of the donated coins
towards this ministry. Thank you for supporting
Reedsburg Hispanic Ministry!

coats for kids
The outreach committee will be collecting coats
and other winter items for kids and adults. Items
must be clean and in good condition and may be
placed in a box by the Fellowship Hall. They will
be distributed throughout the Sauk Prairie
Schools by the social worker. The collection will
end November 10th. Thank you!

second sunday
donations
Second Sunday donations (food, cash, hygiene,
household items) for October will go to

Sauk Prairie Food Pantry
Please place any donated items in the blue bin that
is located in the Galena Street Entrance.

stock the schools
For the month of October, items that will be
collected to help SP Students in need are:

Granola Bars
Waterproof Winter Mittens, Gloves,
Snowpants and boots
Please place donated items in the red bin in
Fellowship Hall and they are given to the
school social worker to distribute to kids in
need. Thank you!

october
community meals
Please join us for the community meals at
Concordia! Bring a friend or 2 and enjoy a meal
with others! September dates are:
October 13 and October 27
4:00pm-6:00pm in Fellowship Hall.

Zelpha’s pantry
2019 missionary
temba nkomozepi
Temba Nkomozepi is a missionary with the United
Methodist Board of Global Ministries serving as an
agriculturalist at Mujila Falls Agricultural Center
in Zambia. Temba takes part in a range of
agricultural, education, and health projects, as well
as church growth and development. Concordia will
be supporting Temba in 2019! Concordia’s contribution goal towards Temba is $2,500.00
annually. Total collection to date is: $3,018.00
Thank you for your contributions

“Zelpha’s Pantry” was an idea of Zelpha Hook’s
during the time that Concordia started
serving the Community Meals. It is another
way to provide for those that don’t always have
enough of the basics when it comes to personal
hygiene items. Donations can be placed on the
counter in the kitchen or put in the tub under
the counter labeled “Zelpha’s Pantry”. Items
that are popular are toilet paper, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, razors, soap, deodorant.

Thank you for helping the outreach
committee continue what
Zelpha started!
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Once again it’s that
time of year…
Preparation for the UMW 2019 Holiday Bazaar has begun. The
Bazaar Committee chairs are asking our congregation for
contributions of the following:

UMW Board Meeting
Tuesday, October 1
10:00am at the church

Thank you for all the donations
of glass bottles and cards. The
Bazaar Crafters have enough
to complete their projects!
Thank you!

Variety of baskets in all sizes
Jellies and canned goods
Any baked goods
Small gourds, pumpkins, squash, dried fall flowers & Indian
corn for baskets or bouquets
As the same in years past, baked goods can be dropped off in the
church kitchen after 9:00am Friday, November 1. Other items
listed above can be brought to the church kitchen and placed on
the counter to be priced for sale. Please check the weekly Chimes
and church bulletins for further updates. UMW is thankful and
blessed to have such a generous church family to help us make
our bazaar such a huge success. Thank you in advance for your
contributions. If you have any questions, please call one of the
bazaar co-chairs: Jane Cordero at 220-400 or Sue Ballweg at
643-4729.

Youth Group Bonfire

Youth Group

Concordia Youth Group is for
students in grades 6-12. We
meet on most Wednesday
evenings from 7pm-8pm after
Confirmation and 6th grade
class. We meet at the church
in the youth room and play a
lot of fun games together.
Students are encouraged to
bring a friend if they would like
to. If you have questions,
please ask Laila! On Sunday
mornings, we also meet from
9am-10am in the youth room.
The morning meetings are focused on prayer and discussion.
We hope to see all students
attending! It is a great opportunity o connect with each other and God!
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Nurture Team
Congregational Care
Spiritual Formation
Youth Group/Grades 6-12
October Calendar

WCC
Women’s Conversation and
Connection
October 22, 2019
8:30am
Eagle Inn Restaurant, Prairie du Sac
All women of any age are invited to join the
conversation. Come for coffee/breakfast as we
share what’s happening in our lives. Bring a
friend!
WCC meets the 4th Tuesday of
every month at Eagle Inn.

Sunday, Oct. 6: 9:00am-10:00am
Grades 6-12 prayer and discussion
Wednesday, Oct. 9: 5:15pm-7:30pm
Serve at the SP Food Pantry
Sunday, Oct. 13: 9:00am-10:00am
Grades 6-12 prayer and discussion
Wednesday, Oct. 16:
6-7pm Confirmation and Grade 6 Class
7-8pm Youth Group Games and fun
Sunday, Oct. 20: 9:00am-11:30am

Youth Sunday!

Serve during coffee time, lead worship
Wednesday, Oct. 23: 6:00-7:00pm
Confirmation and Grade 6 Class

SOFAS
Seniors Out for
Adventure
Open to anyone 60 years young
and older

Wednesday, October 2
Meet at the church at 9:00am to
arrange carpooling. We will be going out to
breakfast at Basecamp in Mazo.
Sign up in Fellowship Hall on the
clipboard or call the church office to be
added to the list by September 29th.
SOFAS meets the first Wednesday of every month in Fellowship Hall

Thursday, Oct. 24: 3:30pm-5:30pm
Food Pack with FMSC
Sunday, Oct. 27: 9:00am-10:00am
Grades 6-12 prayer and discussion
Wednesday, Oct. 30:
6-7pm Confirmation and grade 6 class
7-8pm Youth Group Games and fun

Confirmation Class will begin on Wednesday,
October 16th. Confirmation is for students in
grades 7 & 8 and will be on Wednesday
evenings, except for the 2nd Wednesday of the
month as they will serve at the food pantry with
youth group. If you have questions about Confirmation, please contact Pastor Claire.
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Music at Concordia
Children’s Choir
Practices on Sunday at
9:50am
Perform on 3rd Sunday

Contact leaders Andrea
Mauch or Maria Andres
for more information

Handbell Choir
Practices
6:15-7:15pm
October
16th, 23rd, 30th

Have you felt a nudge from the Lord to sing in the choir? Or has it
simply crossed your mind? Have you responded with any of the
following?
I don’t have that good a voice
I don’t read music
I’m too young/too old/too busy
To these things let me say:
Choir is a blend of voices. They aren’t dependent on any one person having a good voice. What’ a
“good voice”, anyway? A matter of opinion. Yes, it’s important to sing on pitch. But good is
subjective. One can always improve, anyway, and singing is the best method!
There are more ways to read music than knowing where C is. Seeing if notes go up or down and
how far up or down is a valid way. We can also learn our parts by rote!
Too young? Maybe. But If you’re 14 or more, you are welcome. A mix of ages can be the most fun
ever!
Too old? Don’t be silly! The Bible doesn’t have even one example of retiring!
Too busy? Busy people are known to accomplish more. Even though we work at choir, it is restful
to the spirit. It’s a change from our daily grind. It’s a positive thing to do for ourselves. It’s an
OASIS for one hour once a week, and then twice a month we share the fruit of that oasis during
worship.
“But let all who take refuge in You be glad. Let them ever sing for joy; and may You shelter them, that those
who love Your name exult in You.” Psalm 5:11
Do come! Thursdays at 6:30pm. We sing typically on the 2nd and 4th Sundays. If you have questions,
contact Robin Steinweg at 643-6317
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Witness
Worship, Hospitality,
& Telling the Story
October 6, 2019
Ushers:
Gordon & Emily Carncross
DeLorman Enge
Greeters:
Carol Janney
Communion:
Roger and Jan Cole
Liturgist:
Andrea Mauch
Tech Desk:
Doug Hultberg
Lawn Care:
Leslie Koch
Acolytes:
Ava and Otis Andres
Nursery:

October 27, 2019
Ushers:
Kevin Emshoff, Ethan Emshoff,
Mark & Ilene Fritschler
Greeters:
Hultberg Family
Liturgist:
Tech Desk:
Irene DeVoe
Lawn Care:
Hunter Lang
Acolytes:
Carly & Max Shroeder
Nursery:
Drescher Family

Coffee Fellowship
Coffee fellowship is at
10:00am.on Sunday mornings.
Please sign up on the clipboard
in Fellowship Hall to serve
coffee and bake treats on
Sunday mornings.

October 13, 2019
Ushers:
Verlyn Mueller, Pam Dickson,
Irene DeVoe
Greeters:
Fritsch Family
Liturgist:
Kevin Emshoff
Tech Desk:
Pat Mings
Lawn Care:
Bruce Koch
Acolytes:
Eric Emshoff, Gavin Carncross
Nursery:
Irene DeVoe

October 20, 2019
Ushers:
Concordia Youth Group
Greeters:
Concordia Youth Group
Liturgist:
Concordia Youth Group
Tech Desk:
Bruce Koch and
Concordia Youth Group
Lawn Care:
Dave Dickson
Acolytes:
Griffin, Gillie, Evie Fritsch
Nursery:
Barb Hultberg

Live Courageously- October Worship
October 6– Live Courageously by Defining Your Values
Psalm 31:19-24 and Deuteronomy 30:11-20
October 13– Live Courageously by Living in the Present
1 Timothy 6:11-16 and Isaiah 43:1-19
October 20– Live Courageously by Building from Past Success
1 Timothy 6:18-19 and Joshua 1:1-9
October 27– Live Courageously by Surrounding Yourself with
Caring People
Psalm 31:1-8 and Ecclesiastes 4:9-12
November 3– Live Courageously by Being Compassionate to
Yourself
Psalm 31:9-17 and 1 Kings 19:1-9

Head Usher Information

Thank you to Tim Ladd for
taking on the roll as head
usher. If you are unable to
serve on your assigned Sunday, please try to find a sub. If
you are not able to, contact
Tim at t_ladd@hotmail.com

Bulletin Sponsors
Please consider sponsoring a
bulletin at $10.00 per week to
support the cost to print our
weekly bulletins. Contact the
church office if you would like
to sponsor the bulletin!
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Letter From the Bishop: Strength in Our Roots
The trees of the Lord are watered abundantly, the cedars of Lebanon that he planted.

Psalm 104:16

I have been reflecting on the imagery from scripture concerning trees, especially the “cedars of Lebanon,”
mentioned so often in scripture. The mighty cedars were planted by God. They represent the sound, the solid,
the enduring –in essence the very will of God. Repeatedly, the historians and prophets point to the destruction
of the cedars of Lebanon as the sign of disobedience, disrespect, and disregard for God’s creation and covenant.
I find the metaphor of trees in a forest compelling, especially the redwood tree. Redwoods grow to amazing
heights, though they do not lay down deep roots. Instead, the root system stretches wide, and the roots
intertwine and fuse together with other redwoods. One 350-foot redwood has roots stretching 100 feet from
the trunk, creating an interconnected network of roots that gives strength and stability to the entire forest. This
interdependence is an excellent image of what our strong United Methodist Church system should be. As each
tree grows, it strengthens the system; what affects one part of the system, affects the whole. Very similar to the
Paul’s image of the Body of Christ in I Corinthians 12 – where one member suffers, all suffer; where one is
honored, all benefit.
Equally important is the integrity of the system, rather than the value of the parts. It is impossible to uproot one
tree without devastating other parts of the system. The interconnection goes so deep and stretches so wide that
to do damage to one part causes massive destruction to the whole body. When I hear people talking about
“amicable separation,” and “gracious exit” from The United Methodist Church, the imagery of the redwood root
system always comes to mind.
I do not believe there is a path to separation that will not cause irreparable harm, both to the members and to
the system. Those individual parts who want what they want, no matter the cost cannot achieve their ends
without doing deep harm to the system. If indeed our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world, we can do this so much more effectively with the system intact rather than in
tatters.
I understand the depth of passion, commitment, emotion, and even the wide range of interpretations of
scripture and theological perspective. We are not of one heart, mind, or spirit on many things. Yet we are call
connected. We share a common baptism. We share a common covenant. We are, all of us, recipients of God’s
grace, forgiveness, and love. We are reconciled beyond our own individual weaknesses into the body of Christ;
not by our own doing, but by God’s. Our roots are intertwined. Our roots are fused. We can no more go our
separate ways with no harm or damage than we can uproot a single redwood. “We are one in the Spirit, we are
one in the Lord,” is a beloved refrain from “They Will Know We Are Christians By Our Love,” and this is more that
fanciful poetry. We are all fed, nurtured, cultivated, and cared for by God. We are the product of God’s will,
God’s vision, and God’s purpose. We are the cedars of Lebanon that God planted, and it would be nothing less
than sin to see our mighty forest torn apart, burned, and destroyed.
My constant prayer is a prayer for unity. My ongoing desire is that we embrace fully the General Rules; doing no
harm, committing ourselves to doing all the good possible, and attending cooperatively and compassionately
with the many uniting and unifying ordinances/practices of God that open us constantly to the means of
grace. There are things that bend us, but I pray they might not break us. There are things that threaten us, but I
pray they don’t destroy us. And there are things that cause disagreement, but I pray they do not ultimately
separate us from each other and from the will of God.
Let us pray faithfully and fervently together: God, thy will be done, in us and through us. Amen.
Grace and Peace,
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung
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Live Courageously is the name of our stewardship program for this fall. It is designed to help you have courage in giving extravagantly and selflessly of your time
and resources to our all-generous God. You are asked to consider your giving as an
important park of your discipleship. Take special note of these dates:
Sunday, October 6th: Kick off Sunday
- Devotional Book– Start reading today either online or in hard copy (available in the narthex)
- Small Group Meetings– Sign up to attend one this month to learn more about the mission of
Concordia and where your giving goes. Dates and times are available on sign up sheets in the
Galena Street Entrance Lobby
Sunday, October 27th– Commitment Sunday and Dinner
- Bring your commitment cards and join us after church for dinner provided by the Stewardship
team. Sign-up to attend the dinner in Fellowship Hall on the clipboard

“They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, thus storing up
for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of
the life that really is life.” 1 Timothy 6:18-19

GIVING– The Virtue of Giving
“In all this I have given you an example that by such work we must support the weak, remembering
the words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said, “it is more blessed to give than to receive.”
Acts 20:35
I recently came across a quotation by David Starr Jordan, founding President of Stanford University:
“Wisdom is knowing what to do next; Skill is knowing how to do it, and Virtue is doing it.” It caused
me to think about how this applies to generosity.
Knowing That I Should Give: God calls us all to worship God and support the church. Stewardship
is faithful management of all God gives us so that God can use our gifts to transform us spiritually
and extend Christ’s transforming love to others. We are told in Scripture that “God loves a cheerful
giver” and that “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”
Knowing How to Determine What I Should Give: Scripture informs us to love God and love others. Thus, we should divide our giving between the two. The amount to give to God through the
church is the tithe, ten percent of our income. In order to reach the tithe, we should prayerfully consider what proportion of income to give, then strive to increase toward the goal of tithing, usually by
about one percent of income per year. Although some of our tithe will go to the needy, we should
consider another proportion of income to give to those in need.
The Virtue of Giving: The real issue is not whether we give 10%, but what we will do with the entire 100%. John Wesley believed in the spiritual discipline summed up as “earn all you can, save all
you can, give all you can.” Wesley believed that after earning money honestly and spending only
what we need on our families and ourselves, we should give the rest away. Surely, using this approach, he would anticipate that our giving would be much more than the tithe of ten percent. His
was.
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
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Lord’s Acre Celebration
October 5th and 6th
Black Hawk UMC
S10174 Cty Rd. C

6:8 Community Meal
A free buffet style meal is served on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays
of the month at the 6:8 building. All are welcome to attend
between 5:00-7:00pm. 6:8 is located at 821 Industry Road.

Alzheimer Dementia Support Group
Whether you simply want a reference point to know what to
expect when cognitive changes knock on your loved one’s door or
find comfort from others who are walking in your same shoes, the
Alzheimer Dementia Support group welcomes you. Free meetings
are hosted at Maplewood, every 4th Tuesday, 3:00-4:30. RSVP’s
are not necessary. Questions, contact Theresa Grimes at 632-3383.

Aging in God’s Grace
A spiritual reflection and discussion program for seniors
All seniors are welcome to gather for friendship, reflection,
learning and discussion around topics that might help us all to age
with grace, wisdom, hope and joy. Join us at Pine Glen Senior
Apartments– 630 Prairie Street in Prairie du Sac. Fresh baked
treats and coffee are provided. Bring friends! For more
information, contact Shirley Kelter at 608-370-3565 or
sakelter@mac.com
6:8 Men’s Community
Men’s community meets the first Sunday of the month at 6:8 building– 821 Industry Road in Sauk City. The group meets at 3:25
with a meal. This month, they will be watching the football game
with snacks. During halftime, Dr. Mark Timmerman will be talking about sports medicine. Whether you are a triathlete, weekend
warrior or aging gracefully, we are all prone to athletic injuries.
Come and enjoy a lively presentation on injury prevention, tips for
treatment of common acute injuries and warning signs of serous
injury. Dr. Timmerman currently practices in Spring Green and
serves as physician for several sports teams in the region.

Schedule of Events:
October 5th:
10:30am Bake Sale
11:00am Pork Chop Dinner
1:00pm Lords Acre Auction
1:00pm Kids Activities
October 6th:
9:15 Christian Education
10:30am Harvest Festival
Services with Communion
Community and Friends are
Welcome to attend!
Auction Items include:
Homemade quilts, wood
crafts, firewood, barn quilts,
pig (2 halves), fall
decorating items, canned
foods, Christmas items,
produce.
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Sun

6
9:00am Sunday School
10:00am Fellowship
10:30am Worship
11:30am LC Small
Group

13
9:00am Sunday School
10:00am Fellowship
10:30am Worship
11:30am LC Group
4:00pm Comm. Meal
6:00pm LC Group
20
9:00am Sunday School
10:00am Fellowship
10:30am Worship

27
9:00am Sunday School
10:00am Fellowship
10:30am Worship
4:00pm Community
Meal

Mon

7
6:30pm Stephen Ministry
Training

14
6:30pm Stephen Ministry
Training

21
6:30pm Stephen Ministry
Training

28
6:30pm Stephen Ministry
Trianing

8
7:00pm Church Council

1
10:00am UMW Board
Meeting
6:00pm Outreach

Tue

9
1:30pm Memorial
Committee Meeting
5:15pm CYF at the
Food Pantry

2
9:30am SOFAS (Meet at
Concordia at 9:00am
for Carpool)

Wed

17
6:30pm Choir Rehearsal

10
6:30pm Choir Rehearsal

3
6:30pm Choir Rehearsal

Thu

25
7:00am UM Men

18
7:00am UM Men

11
7:00am UM Men

4
7:00am UM Men

26
8:00am Living out our
faith

19
8:00am Living out our
faith

12
8:00am Living out our
faith

5
8:00am Living out our
faith

October 2019

15
7:00pm SPRC Meeting
7:00pm Trustees

16
2:30pm LC Group
6:00pm Confirmation and
6th grade classes
6:15pm Handbells
7:00pm Youth Group

24
3:30pm Food Pack with
Feed my Starving
Children
6:30pm Choir Rehearsal

Sat

22
8:30am WCC at Eagle
Inn
7:00pm Finance

23
10:30am LC Group
6:00pm Confirmation and
6th grade classes
6:15pm Handbells
7:00pm Youth Group

31
6:30pm Choir Rehearsal

Fri

29

30
6:00pm Confirmation and
6th grade classes
6:15pm Handbells
7:00pm Youth Group

