Concordia
Monthly Chimes
July 2019
Volume 40 Number 7

God of love and power,
We know that you are with us and
you are for us. You are the God
who breaks down every barrier. We
trust that your Spirit will break
through in us and your church.
Give us the courage to step through
the doors you open. Fill us with the
grace, mercy and power of Jesus.
Lead us where you would have us
go. Amen.

Pastor Rev. Claire Douglass
pastorclairedouglass@gmail.com | 608-643-8822—church
608-643-8068—parsonage
Laila Drescher, Administrative Assistant
secr@concordiaumc.org | 608-643-6356—office
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It is several days later and my spirit continues to be filled. A genuine
thank you to each one of you for the seven years we have been in
ministry together, the service this past Sunday and the wonderful
celebration brunch of all we have done together for God’s kingdom. The
day itself was a wonderful example of how Concordia is a team ministry and how each one of us is a
vital part of the body of Christ.
When Emily Carncross agreed to chair the SPRC, she was aware that there would be a pastoral change
this year which involves saying good-bye to me as well as saying hello to Pastor Claire Mather
Douglass. A chair of the Staff-Parish Relations Committee, Emily’s gifts involved her delegating
pieces of the whole so that Sunday was flaswless. I heard snippets from time to time of whom was
tasked with what to make the pieces come together. I know that the service and the celebration of
ministry and retirement were touched by the hands of many. I would not be able to individually thank
you for your contribution to the celebration but I want you to know that I am filled with gratitude to
this faith family.
I will continue to pray your breakthrough prayer at 5:55pm. I trust that God will continue to break
through any barriers-that you will continue to do all the good that you can; that you will do no harm;
and that you will continue to grow in your love of God. It is my hope that you will continue to pray
for me as well.
It has been an honor to be with you in service to God’s kingdom.
Blessings Always,
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Let’s get more serious about prayer.
In Floodgates’, Susan Nilson Kibbey
asks, if we really believe that prayer
makes a difference then we will be more conscious
of our need to pray to God in all situations. She
suggests that people be active in Archer Prayer;
prayer which has a target in mind. The Church
Council invites us to pray for specific targets in our
ministry:
The targets are Holly Neale and John Budd who
were trained as leaders for our caring ministry,
Stephan
Ministry, and who will then train members of
Concordia.
The target is the UMC in response to the 2019
General Conference.
The target is for prayers for guests that visit
Concordia.
The target is for children to share the good
news.
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picture board
welcome
Have you seen the picture board on the easel in the
Sanctuary? Is your picture on it? We are hoping to
fill the board to help welcome Pastor Claire to
Concordia and help her get to know everyone. If you
haven’t sent a picture, please do so! You can send the
pictures to the church office at
secr@concordiaumc.org or drop them off. Pictures
are scanned and copied so you will receive your
original back right away! You can also give the
pictures to John Budd. Thank
you for your help in welcoming
Pastor Claire!

Pastor Claire Douglass
July 14, 2019
Welcome Worship
Service for Pastor Claire
Ushers:
Gordon and Emily Carncross
DeLorman Enge
Greeters:
Rodgers Family
Liturgist:
Emily Carncross
Tech Desk:
Pat Mings

Pastor Claire Douglass’
Welcome Breakfast
Sunday, July 14th
Following 9:00am Worship in Fellowship Hall
Please sign up in Fellowship Hall on the clipboard or
contact the church office to sign up:
608-643-6356
secr@concordiaumc.org

Lawn Care:
Hunter Lang
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Outreach

Mission...Mercy...Justice

Melodies of Compassion
Melodies of Compassion
(loose coin collection during Worship)
for the Months of July and August will go to

United Methodist Children’s Services
United Methodist Children’s Services is located
in the Washington Park Neighborhood of
Milwaukee. With an unemployment rate of over
15%, and almost 50% of the population living
below the poverty line, families in this
neighborhood struggle with finding a sense of
stability and hope. Based upon our fundamental
belief in God’s love, UMCS values the dignity,
potential, and worth of each individual, and
creates a nurturing environment and sense of
community in which miracles happen. UMCS
addresses the interconnected nature of poverty
through reducing barriers to basic needs in 4
focus areas: housing, childcare, resources and
community engagement. For the months of July
and August, all loose coins collected in the
offering will go to UMCS to help support these
focus areas. Thank you for supporting this
ministry!

SECOND SUNDAY DONATIONS
Second Sunday donations (food, cash, hygiene,
household items) for July will go to

HOPE HOUSE
Please place any donated items in the blue bin that
is located in the Galena Street Entrance.

Summer Coffee
Fellowship

Coffee fellowship will be
held after 9:00am Worship
during the Summer. All are
invited for coffee and treats!

Stock the Schools
For the month of July:

Individual Beef Sticks
Backpacks (sturdy with working zippers)
Items donated to the Stock the Schools
program are given to the SP School Social
Worker to distribute to students in need.
Please place donated items in the red bin in
Fellowship Hall.

UMW Wisconsin Conference
Mission U– 2019

May and June MOC:

The Melodies of Compassion during the months
of May and June will be given to Northcott
House in Milwaukee. The total collection for
these months was $350.74. Thank you for
contributing to this ministry!

Hotel Mead and Conference Center
Wisconsin Rapids, WI
July 22-July 25
Registration forms are available in Fellowship Hall

5

More Outreach
July Community Meals
Sunday, July 14
Team ACTS
Sunday, July 28
Team Hagie
All are welcome to attend this free meal at
Concordia for fellowship and food.
4:00-6:00pm
Join us and bring a friend!

2019 Missionary
Temba Nkomozepi

Temba Nkomozepi is a
missionary with the United
Methodist Board of Global
Ministries serving as an
agriculturalist at Mujila
Falls Agricultural Center in
Zambia. Temba takes part
in a range of agricultural, education, and
health projects, as well as church growth and
development. Concordia will be supporting
Temba in 2019! Concordia’s contribution goal
towards Temba is $2,500.00 annually. Total
collection to date is: $2,240.00. Thank you for
your contributions to our missionary!

Zelpha’s Pantry is going STRONG!
“Zelpha’s Pantry” was an idea of Zelpha Hook’s
during the time that Concordia started
serving the Community Meals. It was just
another way to provide for those that don’t
always have enough of the basics when it comes to
personal hygiene items. Donations can be placed
on the counter in the kitchen or put in the tub
(under the counter on the left as you enter the
kitchen) labeled “Zelpha’s Pantry”. Items that are
popular are toilet paper, toothpaste, toothbrushes,
razors, soap, deodorant.

Thank you for helping the Outreach
Committee continue what
Zelpha started!

Bulletin Sponsors
Please consider sponsoring a
bulletin at $10.00 per week to
support the cost to print our weekly bulletins.
Contact the church office if you would like to
sponsor the bulletin!

July Birthdays
1st– Sutton Enge
2nd– Gordon Carncross
4th– Nolan Carncross
9th– David Dickson
9th– Cody Paske
14th– Betty Katzman-Tank
14th– Amanda Lang
20th– Tim Grunewald
22nd– Judy Fowler
24th– Vern Fowler
24th– Ryker Koenig
26th– Aaron Henn
28th– Mariellen Brockman
29th– Sam Drescher
31st– Jan Cole
31st– John Fritsch
31st– Jordan Evans
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Camp in the Community
at Concordia
An amazing Week!
Thank you to everyone that made Camp in
the Community possible! 25 students in
grades 1-6 attended the week long camp lead
by 4 AWESOME counselors from Lake
Lucern summer camps. They provided the
kids with Bible talks, games, fun, lots of
songs, crafts and worship every day!
Thank you to the following for making Camp
in the Community happen at Concordia!
Sue Evans, Laila Drescher, Irene DeVoe,
Louise Enge, Maria Andres, Greg Mauch,
Lindsay Rodgers, Rose Hagie, Jeff and Marty
Virchow, Lew and Jane Dillon, Delores Bahr,
Rachel Ruhland, and the anonoymous donor
for brining the camp to Concordia.
The Nurture Team will start planning early
to bring this amazing opportunity back to
Concordia in the summer of 2020! Watch for
ways you can help us make it happen again!

7

Our Congregation offers Stephen Ministry to provide confidential,
one-to-one Christian care to people who are going through a difficult time.
A Stephen Minister is a well-trained caregiver who listens, cares, prays,
encourages and offers the love of Christ during a time of need.
To learn more about Stephen Ministry at Concordia, please contact a Stephen LeaderHolly Neale or John Budd at the church office– 608-643-6356

Nurture Team
Congregational Care
Spiritual Formation
WCC
Womens Conversation
and Connection
July 23, 2019
8:30am
Eagle Inn Restaurant
Prairie du Sac
All women of any age are
invited to join the
conversation. Come for
coffee/breakfast as we share
what’s happening in our lives.
Bring a friend!

SOFAS
Seniors Out for
Adventure
Open to anyone 60 years young
and older

July 3, 2019
9:30am

Youth VIM Trip Meeting

Those planning to attend the
VIM trip to UMCS July 29August 1, please plan to meet
on Wednesday, July 17 at
7:00pm at the church for a
planning meeting. Thank you!

Living Out Our Faith
Our group has decided to not
meet in the month of July as
many members can’t attend.
We hope to meet again in
August and invite you all to
join us at 8:00am on Saturday
mornings once we meet again!

Coffee and Rolls
Fellowship and Fun
Come and bring a guest!
SOFAS meets the first Wednesday of
every month in Fellowship Hall

WCC meets the 4th Tuesday of
every month at Eagle Inn.

Children’s

8

Moving Forward

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one
thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on towards the goal for
the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. Let those of us then who are mature be of the same mind;
and if you think differently about anything, this too God will reveal to you. Only let us hold fast to what we have
attained. Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the example you
have in us.
Philippians 3:12-17

Our Annual Conference time this year was time together in the wilderness. The wilderness theme
was reinforced as we faced temptations, challenges, threats, adversity, and we confronted some hard
and dangerous truths. In our wilderness experience, we discovered many areas for change and
improvement. We met real and honest feelings about racism, homophobia, white privilege, and
distrust. Our Bible study leader, Peter Miano, warned us of ways we misuse and abuse scripture for
harmful and destructive purposes – and invited us to respect our Bible more, using it as a tool for
building a relevant and inclusive church.
It would be easy to see all of these monumental issues as overwhelming and discouraging, but the
Apostle Paul offers us needed inspiration – we are not going to be defined by our past and present
deficiencies, but in every way possible we are “moving onto perfection” as we address these things
head on. We elected a delegation of General Conference and Jurisdictional Conference members who
will represent our Wisconsin Conference and the clear mandate to be inclusive, repentant of any and
all discriminatory practices that are doing harm to our racial/ethnic and LGBTQIA+ members. We are
not a Conference anchored to an irrelevant past, but a Conference committed to becoming pertinent
and faithful in a constantly changing world.
Our Task Force on the Wisconsin Way Forward will continue to fine tune and improve our Wisconsin
Option – an option of renewed healthy connectionalism that rejects schism and calls us to stay joined
as one body in Christ. It is my commitment, and the commitment of our cabinet and staff, to work
hard to rebuild trust, to heal relationships between congregations and conference ministries, and to
build lasting bridges while tearing down dividing walls. Conference leadership will not “do this for”
the Conference, but in large and small ways we will do this together.
We will continue to work on living the General Rules – doing no harm, doing good, and attending to
the guiding Spirit of God. We will not tolerate bullying, hurtful speech, mean-spirited gossip, and
injurious attacks. We will strive to speak the truth to each other, but to speak the truth in love.
I cannot help but be excited about our future. Yes, healing must happen, but we have such great
opportunity to become the church God needs us to be. We are partnering with our Minnesota Annual
Conference neighbors to cross borders and create new models of effective and transformative
ministry. We have the Missional Church Consultation Initiative (MCCI) and the Impact program to
strengthen our existing ministries. We have the Institute for Congregational Development (ICD) and
the Spanish language equivalent (IDC) for church planters and new ministry launches. We have vital
health and welfare ministries, camping ministries, campus ministries, and missionally focused projects
within and beyond the Wisconsin Conference, including some amazing disaster response efforts.
Continued on the next page
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It would be so easy to get stuck in all the
things we are NOT. But Wisconsin Conference is not failing. We are not losing
ground. We are not going to let the divisions and hurts destroy us. For we are a
people of great faith, redeemed by God’s
amazing grace. Together, we are going to
dream God-sized dreams for our future. In
many ways we may not see eye to eye; we
may deeply and seriously
disagree. But in the most essential ways,
we seek together “the prize of the heavenly
call of God in Christ Jesus.” We proved at
this Annual Conference that we can struggle
together to seek and do God’s will. I believe
we are turning a corner and heading toward
better days. We reclaim our mission and
purpose to make disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world! Thanks be
to God.
Grace and Peace,
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung

Worship at the Witwen Tabernacle
Sunday, June 30th
10:00am Worship
Coffee Fellowship
at 9:30am

No admission will be charged for the event, but a
free-will offering will be received. The Witwen
Campground is located just 7 miles west of the SP
area on Cty. Rd.E between Cty Rds. PF & O (S9855
Hwy E., Sauk City).
Evangelistic Camp Meetings have been held in the
area since 1853; the last 100 years in the Witwen Tabernacle. Earliest gatherings were hosted by the Evangelical Association. A merger in 1946 with the United
Brethren Church resulted in the creation of the Evangelical United Brethren (EUB). The 1968 merger of
the EUB with the Methodists resulted in the present
United Methodist Church. Form more information
contact: Pastor Kendall Schlittler at 608-544-3991.

Who is doing what and when
July 7, 2019

July 21, 2019

Ushers:
Nelson and Chris Davis
Chuck Frank
Greeters:
Dennis Roelke

Ushers:
Concordia Youth Group

Communion:
Pam Dixon and Pat Mings

Liturgist:
Concordia Youth Group

Liturgist:
Tom Clark and John Budd

Tech Desk:
Bruce Koch
Concordia Youth Group

Tech Desk:
Doug Hultberg
Lawn Care:
Dave Dickson

Greeters:
Concordia Youth Group

Lawn Care:
Gina Accola

July 28, 2019
Ushers:
Kevin and Ethan Emshoff,
Mark and Ilene Fritschler
Greeters:
Drescher Family
Liturgist:
Kevin Emshoff
Tech Desk:
Irene DeVoe
Lawn Care:
Dave Dickson
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Aging in God’s Grace
A spiritual reflection and
discussion program for seniors

Tuesday, July 9th
10:00am-11:00am
Pine Glen Senior Apartments

Men’s Community: Fellowship~Resources~Growth
6:8 invites all men to gather on the first Sunday of the month
Doors open at 3:45 with snacks and fellowship, followed by Dinner
at 4:30pm and a program and guest speaker at 5:30pm.
July 7 topic is Chiropractice Care and Posture for Men.
For questions call 608-444-9590 or 608-561-8468

6:8 Community Meal
A free buffet style meal is served on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays
of the month at the 6:8 building. All are welcome to attend
between 5:00-7:00pm. 6:8 is located at 821 Industry Road.

All seniors are welcome to gather
for friendship, reflection, learning
and discussion around topics that
might help us all to age with
grace, wisdom, hope and joy.
Join us at Pine Glen Senior
Apartments-630 Prairie Street in
Prairie du Sac. Fresh baked
treats and coffee are provided.
Bring friends! For more
information, contact Shirley
Kelter at 608-370-3565 or

Alzheimer Dementia Support Group
Whether you simply want a reference point to know what to
expect when cognitive changes knock on your loved one’s door or
find comfort from others who are walking in your same shoes, the
Alzheimer Dementia Support group welcomes you. Free meetings
are hosted at Maplewood, every 4th Tuesday, 3:00-4:30. RSVP’s
are not necessary. Questions, contact Theresa Grimes at 632-3383.

Agrace Hosts Free Summer Camp
for Kids Coping with Grief
Children in southern Wisconsin who have experienced the death of
a loved one are invited to two free, half-day summer camps hosted
in Baraboo by Agrace HospiceCare. Sessions run from 9:00am to
noon at the Baraboo Civic Center, 124 2nd Street in Baraboo, on
Thursday, Juy 11 (kids only) and/or Saturday, August 3 (Children
and parents/guardians). The camps are open to any child 5+;
there’s no need to be related to an Agrace HospiceCare patient.
There is no cost to attend, pre-registration is required. Call (608)
327-7118 or visit agrace.org/supportgroup.

New Volunteer Orientation at Agrace
In July, Agrace HospiceCare will offer two orientation sessions in
Baraboo for area residents interested in volunteering with local
hospice patients. The orientations are Tuesday, July 9 from
8:30am-12:30pm and Tuesday, July 16, from 12:30pm –4:30pm at
Agrace’s Baraboo office. Before orientation, volunteers must
complete an application and an interview. Call (608) 327-7163 to
register.

Dear Concordia UMC,
Thank you for your donation of
$1,000.00 to the SP area Food
Pantry. We are very grateful
for your support. Your
donation will make a positive
difference for families in the SP
School District. With your
donation, fewer children and
their families will be hungry.
We are an independent,
community supported
organization, relying on
kindness and help to continue
offering our much needed
services. We are grateful for
your thoughts and support.
Sincerely,
SP Food Pantry

11

Sun

7
9:00am Worship
10:00am Fellowship

14
9:00am Worship
10:00am Welcome
Breakfast
4:00pm Community
Meal

21
9:00am Worship
10:00am Fellowship
10:15am Finance
Meeting

28
9:00am Worship
10:00am Fellowship
10:00am Trustees
4:00pm Community
Meal

July 2019
4

12
7:00am UM Men

5
7:00am UM Men

20

13

6

Fri

3

11

19
7:00am UM Men

27

Thu

2

10
5:30pm CYF at Food
Pantry

18

26
7:00am UM Men

Wed

1

9

17
1:30pm Memorial
Meeting
7:00pm CYF Planning
Meeting

25

Tue

8

16
7:00pm SPRC Meeting

24

Mon

22

23
8:30am WCC at
Eagle Inn
7:00pm Finance Meeting

31

15

29

30
6:30pm Outreach
Meeting

Sat

