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 Vision Statement of the Wisconsin  
Annual Conference: 

 

Resident Bishop: Hee-Soo Jung 
Asst. to the Bishop: Dan Dick 

Our Mission Statement     
As a witness to Christ in our community, we are  

committed to spiritual growth and service. 

PASTOR’S OFFICE 
HOURS 

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 

Rev. Doris Simpson, Pastor  
 

I have set office hours so that you will know 
when you can be relatively sure I will be in the 
office if you want to stop in. That being said, 
there are times that I need to be gone for 
meetings, nursing home worship, scheduled pas-
toral visits or emergencies during those hours, 
but those times are infrequent. I am also often in 
the office until 5:00 pm or later, so you can stop 
in any time you see a blue Buick LeSabre parked 
in front of the church or in the  
parking lot. 

 Rev. Doris Simpson, Pastor    
pastor@concordiaumc.org | 608-643-8822—church 
608-632-1825—cell | 608-643-8068—parsonage 

Laila Drescher, Administrative Assistant    
secr@concordiaumc.org | 608-643-6356—office 

Office Hours 
Monday: 8:00am-1:00pm 

Tuesday: Closed 
Wednesday: 8:00am-1:00pm 

Thursday: 8:00am-1:30pm 
Friday: 9:00am-11:30am 

Saturday and Sunday: Closed  



 

 

Greetings,  

We, United Methodists, are not comfortable talking about how God 
has been present in our lives and how God has used us to expand 

the kingdom of God. When others see God’s Holy Spirt in us and working through us, and 
they name it, and claim it; we might humbly accept it as true. There is something within us, 
however, that hesitates to name it and claim it for ourselves as that might give the appearance 
of boasting.  We don’t want others to think we are being prideful or boasting about ourselves.  
Paul has given us an antidote in 1 Corinthians 18:  

 “It is because of God that you are in Christ Jesus. He became wisdom from God  
 for us. This means that he made us righteous and holy, and he delivered us.  
 This is consistent with what was written: The one who boasts should boast in  
 the Lord!” 

When we boast in this manner it is called “witnessing to the power of the Holy Spirit in our 
lives.”  

It is with this understanding of witnessing that I have been asked to reprint the following 
reflections from Leslie and Bruce Koch about one of the ways that Zelpha Hooks’  was a 
witness to Jesus Christ: 

 Zelpha held Volunteers In Mission very dear in her heart with both physical participation 
 when she was younger and support in other ways when she was older and unable to 
 actually go on the VIM work camp trips. 
 The first memory of Zelpha going on a VIM trip was in 1994 when she went to Hull, 
 Illinois area near Hannibal, Missouri to aid in disaster relief after the Mississippi River 
 flooding. That week showed us all how blessed we were to have normal lives and 
 homes.  
 The next year the VIM trip Zelpha went on was to Rinn, Colorado where the entire VIM 
 group was helping with the expansion and remodel of a UM church in an expanding 
 subdivision. 
 After that Colorado VIM trip in 1995, Zelpha was able to help the efforts at the United 
 Methodist Children’s Services and Transitional Living Program in Milwaukee. That was a 
 time of some physical effort as the entire building was being remodeled to house single 
 moms in the program where they could be given a chance to thrive in difficult times.  
 Zelpha always expressed an interest in the trips both before and after we went by 
 checking with us to hear about the trip. It was obvious that she missed being able to go 
 herself but the aging and health issues she faced caused her to redirect her energy. That 
 resulted in Zelpha doing another couple of things that she did so well to help.  
 Often a large batch of cookies or some other goodie was sent along for the group to 
 enjoy.  
 But the real effort that caused many to have a more comfortable time was her baby 
 quilt/blanket ministry. On many VIM trips she would call and have us come to take along 
 baby quilts for the residents of the area where we were going to be serving. This was not 
 just a few quilts each time but generally 20 – 30 in number to share with the host’s 
 children. A good guess would be that she sent out with the VIM teams several hundred 
 quilts over several years. That was much appreciated and truly a labor of love that spread 
 when all the little ones received the quilts. 
 So, in many ways Zelpha made an impression on the VIM efforts and is certainly much 
 appreciated. 
                 Continued on the next page 
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Another way that Zelpha affected those around her was a result of discussion that she  was 
part of in our adult Sunday School class that she participated in for years. As the group  
discussed needs and ways to serve others Zelpha shared that folks were being helped in one 
way or another by her in the apartment complex that she lived across from the church. She 
shared that by the end of the month some folks were short of needed things and food was 
one of them. After discussion some of the class members decided to offer a community meal at 
the end of each month for anyone that would like to come. So, she was part of the birth of the 
Concordia community meal effort several years ago that continues today and has grown to 
being served two times each month and has several teams to facilitate the meal which is  
enjoyed by a large number of community members. 
 
That is also the reason for the creation of Zelpha’s pantry which provides at no charge  
donated items of need for anyone that would like to take the items for their use. These are 
generally donated by others and come in handy when funds are low. 
 
So, for all this to have come from one person showing those around her what she believes we 
celebrate her life and are better for having the example of a life lived with a serving heart by 
someone who was willing to share what she had with others.  
Blessings, 

March Birthdays 
 
4th– Brody Wolfe 
7th– Ken Harris 
8th- Rich Henn 
9th– Craig Bender 
10th– Nora Hinyup 
11th– Dennis Paskey 
11th– Alyssa Wenzel 
16th– Alden Jones 
16th– Pat Grunewald 
17th– Gavin Carncross 
18th– Levi Endres 
20th– Mark Fritschler 
20th– Nathan Fritschler 
24th– Dave Rogalla 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONCORDIA CARES! 

   Please volunteer your time and show compassion to 
Concordia church families during times of joy (birth of a 

baby) and hardship (death in the family,  
ill family member etc.).  

If you know of a family or a situation that would benefit 
from some TLC in the form of meals or transportation, 
please contact Pastor Doris (608-643-8822) or leave a 

message at the church (608-643-6356).  We have a group 
of volunteers who are willing to offer assistance in those 

kinds of situations. 

Community Meals in March  
 

The Community Meals at Concordia for the 
month of March will be on:  

 
Sunday, March 11: Team Hagie 
Sunday, March 25: Team Tetiva  

 
All are welcome to attend this free meal at 

 Concordia for fellowship and food.  
4:00-6:00pm 

Join us and bring a friend!  
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Concordia Youth Fellowship (CYF) 
Building a Bridge of Faith 

During the Season of Lent, youth group has focused on our personal journeys and how we can live a 
life that we want to live spreading love and peace.  We enjoy getting together for a meal on  
Wednesday evenings and thank everyone who has contributed to those meals either through  
personally making the meal or community meal leftovers.  The youth sure enjoy eating and talking 
together.  We are attending the mid-week Lenten worship services following our meal on Wednesday 
nights.  There are many positives that come from youth attending worship together! We are surely 
working to build community and a sense of praising God together as a group.  We are preparing for 
the Easter Sunrise service that our group will lead; this year at 8:00am followed by the Easter  
breakfast.  HE Lives will be our Easter Service theme; He lives in all of us everyday.  All students in 
grades 6-12 are welcome to join us.  We enjoy new faces!  
 
 

Sunday School News 
Our Bible verse this month is, Mark 11:9.  ‘’Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted, 
"Hosanna!" "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" (NIV).  For reference:  ho-san-na 
(dictionary definition) means exclamation, (especially in biblical, Judaic, and Christian use) used to 
express adoration, praise, or joy.  A noun; an expression of adoration, praise, or joy.   
Synonyms:shout of praise, alleluia, hurrah, hurray, hooray, cheer, paean - "the people's hosannas 
greeted him as he rode into the city."  As I understand it, as the crowds shouted Hosanna, they were 
acknowledging Jesus as their Messiah.  As you pray for this ministry, please pray for the kids  
understanding of the scripture and that their faith and praise be stronger.   
 

A Reminder...NO Sunday School on April 1st! Happy Easter! 

 

Upcoming  
Volunteers in Mission Trips: 

 
March 17th-25th: 

Hayesville, NC 
Co-Leader-Bruce Koch 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For Information Visit: 

UMWIM.ORG 
 
 

Spring Flowers in  
honor or memory of  loved ones 

 
 
 
 
 

 Forms are located in the narthex 
 Order by turning in forms or 

calling the church office  
643-6356 

 Lilies are $7.00 each  
 Spring Flowers are $8.00 each 
 Proceeds benefit the missions of  

Concordia UMC 
 Please turn in forms or contact 

the church office by Monday, 
March 5th.   
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BUDGET NEWS  

Budget Receipts for January 2018 $27,564.64 

Non-Budget receipts for January 2018 

Stueber Good Samaritan Fund 
Red Bird Mission 
Hurricane Relief (UMCOR) 
 

$275.00 
$33.88 

$155.35 
 

General Checking Account Summary-Year to Date 

Beginning Balance 1/1/2018 $20,851.95 

Receipts $27,971.96 

Disbursements $24,143.23 

General Checking Account Balance 1/31/18 $24,680.68 

Capital Improvement Fund 1/31/2018 $121,323.49 

SECOND SUNDAY  
DONATIONS 

 
Second Sunday donations (food, 

cash, hygiene, household items) for 
March  will go to  

Hope House 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY  
DONATIONS 

 Donations for Zelpha’s Pantry will 
be accepted the fourth Sunday of 
the month. The Personal hygiene 
items are offered to guests at the 

Community Meal on the last Sunday 
of the month. 

Please let us know in writing if you do 
not want CUMC publishing photos of 

you on their website or Facebook 
page. Thank you! 

Electronic Giving . . . Your annual 
pledge helps us forecast, with  
confidence, the level of financial  
support our congregation will receive 
in the year ahead. It is through the 
pledges and contributions of our  
members that we are able to live our 
mission here at Concordia UMC.  
 

Concordia  offers electronic giving as a 
way to automate your offerings. It is 
convenient for you and provides much
-needed consistency for the church. 
Collection basket offerings can  
fluctuate significantly from week to 
week but when contributions are  
automated, the church receives funds 
on a steady, uninterrupted basis.  
Authorization forms are available in 
the church office.  

Flowers for the Sanctuary 
There is a sign-up on the bulletin board in  

Fellowship Hall for Sunday morning flowers for 
the Sanctuary.  Flowers may be donated in 

honor of someone, a special event or  
important day.  Flowers can be donated in 

memory of a loved one. Thank you! 
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Melodies of Compassion 

 
Our Melodies of Compassion for  

the months of March and April will go to 
 

United Methodist Children Services  
 

Please note: only loose coins are deposited to  
Melodies of Compassion. Paper money is       
deposited into the General Offering Fund      

 unless designated. 
 

 

 

 Women’s Retreat  
At Lake Lucerne Camp 

April 27-29 
 

Theme: Come Walk in God’s Light 
Some of the workshops are Bible study, garden-
ing, candlelight flower arrangement, stamping, 
cooking and watercolor painting.  
 

See Emily Carncross for more  
registration information.   

 
 
 
 
 

March- “Forged In Crisis” 
By: Nancy Koehn  

 
Join us for book club on 

Tuesday, March 6th  
 at 12:00pm 

Ecumenical Choir 
Cantata 

 
The Ecumenical Choir will be 
rehearsing on the following dates:  
 
March 3: 9:00am-10:00am 
March 17: 9:00am-10:00am 
 
Additionally, rehearsals will be offered 
on the Wednesdays before each of the 
Saturday dates from 2:00-3:00pm to 
accommodate folks who cannot come 
on Saturdays.  These practices are: 
Wednesday, March 7th 
Wednesday, March 14th 
 
The choir will perform on Good Friday 
during the 1:00pm and 6:30pm Good 
Friday Services at St. Johns.   
  
 

STOCK THE SCHOOLS 
Sauk Prairie Schools Students in Need 

 
Specific items will be collected each month 
and distributed to students in need through 

the SP School District.  
 

There is a bin located in Fellowship Hall to 
place your donated items.  

 
The collection Items for March are: 

Ritz-type crackers, Soap, and Men’s and 
Women’s Deodorant 
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Upcoming Events with UMW: 
 

 Tuesday, March 6th 10:00am UMW Board Meeting at the church 
 
 Monday, March 12th 1:30pm UMW Circle Meeting in Fellowship Hall 

- Hostess: Darlene Coyle 
- Program: “Women of the Bible” lead by Marty Virchow 
- Prayer and Self Denial Offering will be collected  

 
 2018 Holiday Bazaar plans are underway! We are in need of some items 

that you may have around the house and are no longer using.   
     -  old light bulbs (not fluorescent) 
     -  canning rings (large or small) 
     -  used greeting cards (especially Christmas and birthday) 
     -  unique shaped glass bottles 
     Items can be left in the kitchen between the refrigerators. If you have  
     questions, contact Mary Peetz or Mary Clark. Thank you!    
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MARCH READINGS: 

March 4th: Psalm 47: 1-7 
         Proverbs 1:20-23 
  
March 11th: Psalm 22:1-5, 25-26 
                      Mark 5:24-34 
  
March 18th: Psalm 107: 23-32 
                      Romans 12:2-12 
  
March 25th: Psalm 4:1, 6-8 
                      Mark 14: 32-42 

March 4th  
      Ushers: Ted and Robin Henn 
        Karen and Paul Ladd    
      Greeter:  Irene DeVoe 
      Acolytes:  Ava and Otis Andres 
      Liturgist:  Heidi Halling 
      Tech Desk:  Doug Hultberg 
      Nursery:  Maria Andres 
      Communion:  Pat Mings and Pam Dickson 
      Snow Removal: Virchow’s   
 

March 11th: 
      Ushers:  Bruce and Leslie Koch 
                     Darlene Coyle and Cathy Bochar 
      Greeters:  Mark and Ilene Fritschler 
      Acolytes:  Matthew and Alyssa Wenzel 
      Liturgist:   
      Tech Desk:  Pat Mings 
       Nursery:  Barb Hultberg 
      Community Meal:  Team Hagie 
       Snow Removal: Emshoff’s  
 

March 18th:  
      Ushers:  Youth  
      Greeters:  Youth  
      Acolytes: Griffin and Gillie Fritsch 
      Liturgist:  Youth  
      Tech Desk: Bruce Koch 
      Nursery:  Tom and Roxanne Andres  
      Snow Removal:  Koch’s  
       

March 25th:  
      Ushers:  Charlene Tetiva and Mert VonWald 
           Irene DeVoe  
      Greeters:  Bill and Marilyn Blackmon 
      Acolytes:  Brody Wolfe 
      Liturgist:   
      Tech Desk: Irene DeVoe 
      Nursery:  Tyffany Atwell 
       Snow Removal:  Virchow’s  
       
       
       

bulletin printing 

Each week, the bulletins are printed on 
Thursday mornings.  If you would like  

information or announcements added to 
the bulletin, please contact the church  
office before 11:00am on Thursdays.   

Thank you!  
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When Do We Say Enough 
 
He shall judge between many peoples, 
and shall arbitrate between strong nations far away; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 
and their spears into pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war anymore; 
Micah 4:3 
 
As Christians, we may differ in our understanding of God’s will, but there are some very clear messages from our scripture. 
War, violence, killing, injuring others, vigilantism, and revenge are aspects of our brokenness and separation from God. We 
are called to be peacemakers, loving mercy, showing compassion, standing for justice, and doing all in our power to spread 
God’s love. Few people debate these things. 

Yet, on February 14 – Ash Wednesday and Valentine’s Day – seventeen students died at the hands of a troubled gunman. 
It deeply saddened me to see one of the earliest responses to this tragedy was not condolences or sympathy, but a strident 
defense of the right to own guns in the United States. The core of the defense was that the latest tragedy wasn’t about 
guns, but about the breakdown of our civil society and discipline for our children. Such equivocating breaks my heart. 

Children were shot and killed. The scope and reach of this tragedy was definitely connected to guns. We must, as a society, 
as a culture, and as a Church stop living in denial. Gun violence is out of control in this country. Among developed nations, 
the United States resides among those at the bottom of the list for gun-related violence. We must take firm action for re-
sponsible gun laws. Guns are not tools for peace; they are destroying more and more lives with each passing day. 

I am not debating military actions and law enforcement. These are start and sad evidence of our fallen world. Where there 
should be peace, we see war. Where there should be justice, we find corrupted law. Where there should be mercy, we see 
judgement. And so sadly, where we should see young lives flourishing with the possibilities of a hopeful and productive 
future, we see students down before they get a chance to truly live. 

Don’t argue and debate guns. Pray with me. Pray for the victims and their families. Pray for the shooter and his family. Pray 
for the communities, the police, the teachers, the leadership of a world turned upside down. And take action. If you are as 
saddened and enraged as I am, write to your governor, your senators, your representatives, and your local officials. Invite 
them to join us in the Wesleyan injunction to first, do NO harm; second, do all the GOOD we can; and last, to strive in every 
way to ground your life in the love and will of God.  for leaders of youth. 

Grace and Peace, 

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung  

 
Thank you to my church family for all your expressions of love and concern during my recent  
surgery.  My knee is healing well and I am most grateful to be a part of this congregation who 
shares God’s love in so many ways.  God bless you all.   
 ~Barb Hultberg 
 
I want to thank everyone for the many acts of kindness, the wonderful Christmas cookies, the horse 
drawn wagon and carolers, all the cards, calls, visits, prayers, Pastor Doris for communion and  
visits, Karen Ladd for bringing me church bulletins, and the delicious community meals that were 
delivered to me.  I thank God for my wonderful church family.  God bless you all,  
 ~Janet Alm  
 
Thank you for your gift to support the Red Bird Missions and Disaster response-Hurricane Relief.  
Thank you for partnering with UMCOR.  Through your gift, you are helping to provide humanitar-
ian relief when war, conflict, or natural disasters disrupts life to such an extent that communities are 
unable to recover on their own.  May God grant you a sense of hope and joy as you continue your 
support for mission.  
 ~Global Ministries  



 

 

Bulletin Sponsors 
Please consider sponsoring a  
bulletin at $10.00 per week.   

Proceeds will help defray the cost 
to print our weekly bulletins. 

 

 

 

Nursery Leader Wanted! 
The Nurture Committee has been working on 
updating policies and procedures for the 
Nursery offered during Worship on Sunday 
mornings.  We are looking for someone willing 
to share their gifts to this ministry by leading 
the changes we would like to see in the  
Nursery.  Thank you for considering sharing 
your organizational talents and time to expand 
this important offering at Concordia.  

Night of HOPE 
For the hungry 

 Saturday, March 3 6:00pm at  
the Dorf Haus 

 A night with friends or a date night 
with your spouse! Silent and live auc-
tion and cook off (soup, bread and des-
sert).  

 Proceeds to benefit SP against hunger 
pack event.  
 

Concordia Choir Rehearsals 
are on Thursdays 

at 6:30pm 
 

New members are welcome and  
needed! We usually sing on the 2nd 

and 4th Sundays of each month  
September through May. We'd love to 

see you there! 

The Handbell Practices during 
Lent will vary.  Please check the 

church calendar for changes.  
For more information or  

questions, please call  
608-370-6210. 

Alzheimer Dementia Support Group 
 

Whether you simply want a reference point 
to know what to expect when cognitive 
changes knock on your loved one’s door or 
find comfort from others who are walking in 
your same shoes, the Alzheimer Dementia 
Support group welcomes you.  Free meetings 
are hosted at Maplewood, every 4th  
Tuesday, 3:00-4:30.  RSVP’s are not  
necessary.  If you have questions, contact 
Theresa Grimes at 632-3383.   

HELPING HANDS!  

The nurture committee is looking for ways 
to promote and expand the helping hands 
church family opportunities that are 
available.  This is how you can get 
involved! 

** We are currently compiling a list of 
people that are willing to drive other 
members of the church to appointments.  If 
you are willing to be added to the list, 
please contact the church office.   

** If you have “jobs” that you could use 
help with around your home, please call 
the church office.  We have people willing 
to help each other out!   

Contact the church office if you have time 
to give or if you need a helping hand!  
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