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Our Mission Statement
As a witness to Christ in our community, we are
committed to spiritual growth and service.
Vision Statement of the Wisconsin
Annual Conference:
Resident Bishop: Hee-Soo Jung

Asst. to the Bishop: Dan Dick
SW District Supt: Scott Carlson

PASTOR’S OFFICE
HOURS
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
Rev. Doris Simpson, Pastor
I have set office hours so that you will know when
you can be relatively sure I will be in the office if you
want to stop in. That being said, there are times that
I need to be gone for meetings, nursing home
worship, scheduled pastoral visits or emergencies
during those hours, but those times are infrequent. I
am also often in the office until 5:00 pm or later, so
you can stop in any time you see a blue Buick
LeSabre parked in front of the church or in the
parking lot.

Rev. Doris Simpson, Pastor
pastor@concordiaumc.org | 608-643-8822—church
608-632-1825—cell | 608-643-8068—parsonage
Laila Drescher, Administrative Assistant
secr@concordiaumc.org | 608-643-6356—office
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I’m wondering how many families or groups of
friends reflect on the Sunday school lesson
following Sunday morning; what has been said
and just as important, what has been heard.
A family was having a discussion at lunch
following Sunday school and worship. The
young son told his parents his Sunday school
teacher had threatened to throw him into the
furnace. When the disturbed parents asked him
how that happened, the child explained that his
teacher had told him that if he missed three
Sundays in a row, she would drop him from the
register!
Sometimes the words we speak are not heard
as we intend. A word which might seem benign
of alternative meaning, may have baggage
connected with it for another person.
I was 10 or 11 years old the first time I got
hammered. I was sitting quietly at my desk in
the one-room schoolhouse. The teacher
walked by me and hit me in the head with a
hammer. She called it a love pat. It didn’t feel
like love, and consider it a blessing I was never
again hit with a hammer.
A mother said to her three-year old child, “If you
don’t learn your colors, you are going to be in
special education.” The child proudly told her
aunt, “Mom says I’m going to have ‘special’
education.”
I once used the story, “The Fourth Wise Man” by
Henry van Dyke, Jr. as a sermon illustration,
thinking that I clearly identified it as a story.
Later that week, I received a phone call from a
concerned church member who told me she
had searched the gospels and could not find
where it mentioned four wise men. (The
gospels also don’t mention three wise men.)

We were given the gift of speech—the gift can be
used as a blessing or a curse. Like the choice given
to the Israelites as they prepared to enter in the
promised land, we are given the choice as to how
we will use the gift. We were given voice to help us
be in relationship with each other. We were also
given hearing because one without the other often
leads to misunderstanding.
Healthy relationships have healthy communication.
We are all worth the time and energy necessary to
help health happen. We are taught that when we
teach that a gracious loving God is always ready to
listen.
Blessings,

Charge Conference
Annual Church Meeting
Monday, October 16
6:30pm Reedsburg United
Methodist Church
833 3rd Street
Reedsburg, WI 53959
**All Members of Concordia are
invited to attend!

CONCORDIA CARES!
Please volunteer your time and show
compassion to Concordia church families during
times of joy (birth of a baby) and hardship
(death in the family, ill family member etc.).
If you know of a family or a situation that would
benefit from some TLC in the form of meals or
transportation, please contact Pastor Doris (608
-643-8822) or leave a message at the church
(608-643-6356). We have a group of
volunteers who are willing to offer assistance in
those kinds of situations.

October Birthdays
1st– Mike Bolton
2nd– Sarah Koenig
3rd– Greg Mauch
5th– Virginia Moely
8th– Cari Coker-Fritsch
10th– Mary Carlow
10th– Scott Ort
11th– Kari Marshall
13th– Bruce Koch
13th– Matthew Wenzel
17th- Shirley Bartnick
17th– Anna Drescher
18th– Maria Andres
20th– Nyla Luetscher
20th– Barb Hultberg
20th– Andrea Mauch
22nd– Ashley Mickelson
24th– Pat Wolter
25th– Jack Coyle
28th– Scott Alyea
31st– Shelley White

Office Hours
The office will be open on the
following days unless communicated
otherwise:
Monday: 8:00am-1:00pm
Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday: 8:00am-1:00pm
Thursday: 8:00am-1:30pm
Friday: 9:00am-11:30am
Saturday and Sunday: Closed

Save the Date!!
December 17, 2017
Sunday School
Children’s Program
10:30am Worship

Concordia Youth Foundation (CYF)
Building a Bridge of Faith
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This month our youth group will focus on
building our faith with outreach into our
Community. The Youth have committed to
volunteering at Feed my Starting Children
with an exciting (and hopeful!) can display!
We are looking for people in our church
community that could use some help with
yardwork this month. If you would like the
youth to help with your yard, please contact
Laila Drescher at lailadrescher@yahoo.com.
Our lessons will focus on building trust with
our relationship with God so that we can find
ways to live more freely. CYF meets every
Wednesday, with the 2nd Wednesday of the
month at the food pantry. During our regular
youth meetings, Confirmation Class and
Building Faith Classes are offered for students
in grades 6-12. Our doors are always open!

Sunday School News!
We are ready for growth; spiritually and literally...invite
a family you know to join us. The Sunday School
curriculum will continue with Deep Blue Kids.
Thank you for supporting this ministry in all the
ways that you can. Check out DeepBlueKids.com
for more information. You can also load a free app
by searching Deep Blue Adventure. If you have
children in Sunday School program and have not
received the Sunday School & Acolyte Calendar for
2017-2018, please contact Lisa Wenzel at
wenzelslam@charter.net
As you pray for our ministry, the theme this year is
learning what it means to ’build a bridge.’ This
month they will hear about The Bridge to Mercy
and The Bridge to Wisdom. Could you pray this
way: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control” Pray for deeper
meaning and what it means in action as we build
bridges.
The guide verse for the month is “ From Shepherd to
King– Bible Verse: 1 Samuel 16:7. Anchor Point
this month is: We Love and Serve God. Come join
us as we build bridges!
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Concordia Trustee Report
October 2017
This last month had several things happen around the church.
The project to convert the lighting to LED usage is mostly completed. Throughout the entire church,
there has been replacement of either the bulb or the fixture and bulb. The goal was to have the visible
light be like the existing light but with the energy efficient LED lighting.
For those of you who have been at a worship service since the project has been completed in the
sanctuary, it was probably a nice surprise to see the increase in lighting throughout the room. It
highlights how beautiful our sanctuary is since there were many lights burned out previously. The
entire project will enable us to get some Focus on Energy rebates.
Also, the Galena Street entrance remodel has made some progress in that the insulation and carpet
has been removed from the area. The area has been fully insulated with a new product. Next will be
the new drywall on the ceiling and then on to the painting and finish carpentry.
Still a part of the remodeling project are the exterior overhand areas. They will be enhanced some and
provide more protection from the weather.
If you have any questions about this, feel welcome to ask any of the trustees about that.
See you in Church!
Trustees– Bruce Koch, Tom Andres, Jan Cole, Beth McNulty, Steve Wenzel, Heidi Halling,
Doug Hultberg, and Tim Enge
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BUDGET NEWS
Budget Receipts for August 2017

$13,538.69

As you consider your pledge, we

NON-BUDGET RECEIPTS FOR MAY 2017
Hope House
Webster Covenant Relationship
Stueber Good Samaritan Fund

$392.86
$943.00
$143.53

BUDGET SUMMARY—YEAR TO DATE
Beginning Balance 1/1/17

$34,272.53

Receipts

$127,411.66

Disbursements

$139,913.60

General Checking Account Balance 7/31/17
Capital Improvement Fund 7/31/17

Electronic Giving . . . Your annual
pledge helps us forecast, with
confidence, the level of financial
support our congregation will receive
in the year ahead. It is through the
pledges and contributions of our
members that we are able to live our
mission here at Concordia UMC.

$21,770.59

remind you that we offer Electronic
Giving as a way to automate your
offerings. It is convenient for you and
provides much-needed consistency for
the church. Collection basket offerings
can fluctuate significantly from week
to week but when contributions are
automated, the church receives funds
on a steady, uninterrupted basis.
Authorization forms are available in
the church office.

$135,617.42
SECOND SUNDAY
DONATIONS

Melodies of Compassion

Second Sunday donations (food,
cash, hygiene, household items) for
October will go to the Food Pantry.

September-October
Our Melodies of Compassion for September and October
supports the
Madison Hospital Chaplaincy (MHC)
(Please note: only loose coins are deposited to Melodies
of Compassion. Paper money is deposited into the
General Offering Fund unless designated.)
Reverend Ann Scott, the chaplain of MHC spoke to us
about her pastoral ministry to United Methodists when
their pastors are not able to call on them.

FOURTH SUNDAY
DONATIONS
Donations for Zelpha’s Pantry will
be accepted the fourth Sunday of
the month. The Personal hygiene
items are offered to guests at the
Community Meal on the last Sunday
of the month.
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Basic Lay Servant Class

Advanced Lay Servant Ministry Class
“LEADING IN PRAYER”

Dates: Sundays, October 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th,
2017

Dates: Saturdays, November 11th and 18th, 2017

Times: 5:00-7:30 pm

Times: 9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Place: Concordia UMC (Galena Street entrance)

Location: Merrimac United Methodist Church

Teacher/Facilitator: Pastor Doris Simpson

Teacher/Facilitator: Pastor Roxanne Gnatzig

Theme: Basic Lay Servant Ministry
This is an introduction to the lay servant ministries
of speaking, caring, and leading.

Text: "Let the Whole Church Say Amen!"
by Laurence Stookey

Prerequisites: This course is open to anyone interested in becoming Local Lay Servant. To receive
credit as a Local Lay Servant, a student must be an
active member of a United Methodist Church.
Prescribed/Suggested Text: Materials will be sent
to you two weeks prior to the first class along with
homework to prepare for the first session.
Registration: The registration fee is $25.00 and can
be paid on the first day of class. Checks can be
made out to Concordia UMC. To register or if you
have questions, send an email to: pastor@concordiaumc.org or call
608-643-8822.

Registration: The deadline for registration is
Friday, October 27, 2017. The cost for the class is
$20 which includes the book (which you will
receive at the first class)
and other materials presented during class.
Please make checks payable to
Merrimac UMC. To register or if you have
questions, contact Pastor Roxanne Gnatzig at
608-415-1626
or email pastorroxi@gmail.com
A light lunch will be provided.

Labels For Education
Red Bird Mission
Red Bird Mission, located in Beverly, KY will soon receive its 29th and final van from Campbell’s Labels for
Education Program. We have contributed many labels to Red Bird Mission over the years, so we have
helped them acquire these vans.
Campbell’s has recently changed its Labels for Education Program, but Red Bird will continue to collect
these labels until December 1, 2017. (They will put these labels towards other equipment offered from
Campbell’s for their Red Bird Christian School.” So, please look through your
drawers to see if you have any labels to donate and bring them to Church soon!
Box Tops for Education are still being collected for Red Bird. The Box Tops are
located on many food items, including cake and cookie mixes, snacks, bags of flour
and on a lot of paper products. These Box Tops do have an expiration date, so
turn them in often. A shoe box is located on the small table inside the double
doors of Fellowship Hall for you to place your labels and Box Tops. If you have any
questions, please contact Sandy Sandridge. Thank You!
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Mark Your Calendar

HOLIDAY
BAZAAR
November 4, 2017
8:00am-2:00pm
Concordia United Methodist Church
Prairie du Sac
FEATURING:
Beautifully handcrafted gift items-delicious
bakery items including lefsa and fruitcakesgift baskets
Enjoy coffee, homemade cinnamon rolls, soup
and apple pie at Our “Coffee Time” Café




UMW NEWS
The UMW Board Meeting will be held
on Tuesday, October 3 at 10:00am at the Church in
Fellowship Hall.

UMW Bazaar Workshop Days Come when
you can and leave when necessary during the
October Bazaar Workshop Days. We will be
doing a variety of projects and necessary
preparations for the Bazaar. Workshop Days
are in Fellowship Hall on these dates:
Tuesday, Oct.3rd 1:00-3:00pm
Tuesday, Oct. 10th 10am-3pm Lunch Provided
Tuesday, Oct. 17h 10am-3pm Lunch Provided
Tuesday, Oct. 24th 10am-3pm Lunch Provided



Bazaar Set-up dates We will be setting up for
the Bazaar in Fellowship Hall
Monday-Friday, October 30-November 3

Holiday Bazaar
“Gift Certificate Basket”
The UMW will once again be
putting together a
“Gift Certificate Basket”
for the Holiday Bazaar in
November. If you are interested
in donating a gift card/
Certificate to be included in the
UMW Basket, you can either
give it to Sandy Sandridge or
turn it into Laila in the church
office. Thank you!

If anyone has extra quart
canning jars that you are no
longer using and are willing
to donate, we need some for
the bazaar. We only need
the quart size, no rings or
lids. They can be left in the
church kitchen .
Thank you! If you have
questions, contact Mary
Clark.
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October 1st:
Ushers: John and Joanne Budd
Don Wenzel
Bob Bahr
Greeter: Carol Janney
Acolyte: Brody Wolfe
Liturgist: Lisa Alyea
Communion: Jan and Roger Cole
Tech Desk: Doug Hultberg
Lawn Care: Jeff Virchow
Nursery: Justin and Tatum Schroeder
October 8th
Ushers: Gordon and Emily Carncross
DeLorman Enge
Greeters: Rosalie Hagie
Acolytes: Anna Drescher, Carley Schroeder
Liturgist: Court Drescher
Tech Desk: Pat Mings
Lawn Care: Leslie Koch
Community Meal: Team Koch
Nursery: Irene DeVoe
October 15th
Ushers: Youth
Greeters: Youth
Acolyte: Maddy Mauch
Liturgist: Youth
Nursery: Irene DeVoe, Ella Drescher
Tech Desk: Bruce Koch
Lawn Care: Hunter Lang
Nursery: Pam Dickson
October 22nd:
Ushers: Tim and Kari Marshall
Pat Yanke
Renee Grunewald
Greeters: Tom and Roxanne Andres
Acolytes: Evie Fritsch and Bella Enge
Liturgist: Heidi Halling
Nursery: Renee Grunewald,
Lydia Emshoff
Tech Desk: Irene DeVoe
Lawn Care: Tom Clark
Nursery: Barb Hultberg

OCTOBER READINGS:
1st—

Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 23:36-43
8th—
Proverbs 22:6, 17-21
Luke 2:41-52
15th— Genesis 1:24-30
Psalm 24: 1-2
22nd— Jeremiah 29: 11-13
Genesis 9: 1-3, 7-11
John 4:1-45
29th- Matthew 6:25-34
Hebrews 11:17-34

Handbell Choir practices are on
Wednesdays
at 6:00 pm.
For more information or
questions, please call
608-370-6210.
Choir Rehearsals
are on Thursdays
At 6:30pm
New members are welcome and
needed! We usually sing on the 2nd
and 4th Sundays of each month
September through May. We'd love
to see you there!
October 29th:
Ushers: Tom and Mary Clark
Jane Cordero
Suzanne Paskey
Greeters: Tim and Kari Marshall
Acolyte: Ava and Otis Andres
Liturgist: Maria Andres
Nursery: Irene DeVoe, Ella Drescher
Tech Desk: Bruce Koch
Lawn Care:
Nursery: Tom and Roxanne Andres
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GIVING
The Work of God is Done By Giving
The work of God is to be done by the people of God giving according to the will of God.
Sutherland & Nowery, The 33 Laws of Stewardship.)

This is as good a definition of Stewardship as there is. Whenever there is something to be done in the
Kingdom of God, the followers of God are the ones who are called to do it. This may be leading prayers,
meeting in small groups, working in the community garden, balancing the church’s books, inviting our
neighbors to worship, visiting shut-ins, or serving the poor.
We do much of this work of God through or supported by our local churches. Worship is the most visible,
perhaps, but many other activities are equally important, such as spiritual formation, congregational care,
hospitality and outreach, or missions. Moreover, the local churches support the works of the conference
and denomination, as well. In Wisconsin, this includes ministries like congregational revitalization and new
church starts, or health and welfare ministries and, elsewhere, ministries such as Africa University.
Without the people of God giving according to the will of God, none of these things would be happening.
Sometime in the coming year, and for most of us, this fall, we will be called upon as God’s people to give
generously to support financially God’s work in our local churches and beyond. This is a recurring call to
discipleship that we all share through our connection in the Wisconsin Conference of the United Methodist
Church.
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
Visit the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation at
www.wumf.org or Facebook/wumf.org
Or call 1-888-903-9863

Letter from the Bishop-Calling for Unity
John 17 reads: “May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that
you gave me, that they may be one as we are one - I in them and you in me - so that they may be brought to complete unity.
Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.”
Like our Annual Conference theme indicates, we are One with Christ. While there are those that believe our Church should
divide based on differences in biblical interpretation, I pray for the unity. Too often as United Methodists we define ourselves
by what we are against—we stand against war and terrorism, against bullying, against police brutality—yes, we are against
those things, but this kind of thinking sometimes causes us to lose sight of what we are for. United Methodists are for
following Jesus Christ as disciples; we are for love and peace, for justice, for diversity and equality. We are for reconciliation
and restoration, for harmony and unity. Now is a crucial time for United Methodists to communicate what we are for.
I do not expect that we will never agree on every point of theological reflection or understanding of our doctrine and polity. I
do not ask anyone to accept a way of thinking or behaving that they believe deep in their heart is wrong. What I do ask – and
I believe this to be the will of God – is that we accept each other. Does this mean that we will accept flawed human beings?
Yes. Does this mean that we will forgive beyond measure or reason? Yes. Does this mean that we will celebrate each brother
and sister as a gift from God? Yes. Will this be easy? No, not always. But our faith is never about being easy. To be Christian
is to “seek to do good to one another and to all.”
We are more than debates and divisions; more than rules and resolutions. As brothers and sisters in Christ who are uniquely
made by God, we are called to serve as one body; to be one with Christ—we are stronger, better, and healthier, when we
combine our efforts, gifts and talents, and act as one. My prayer is for unity in the Church for the advancement of our mission
of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world; and I invite all of you to pray for unity, along with the
Commission for a Way Forward and the Council of Bishops. Share Bishop’s message via video. Read more about Commission
for a Way Forward.

One of the ways the Nurture Committee wants to
care for our church family is to provide an outlet
to share when one of us has a need, or when one
of us has a need to help. It gives our church family
an option to help out.
Here are some ideas for when it might be nice to
have help:
 a painting project ( It’s always more fun to do
with others!)
 technical assistance with a project
 going to a movie or out to dinner
Our goal is to help people ask for what they need
thereby giving all of us an opportunity to help. I
know there is so much that we receive when
helping someone, not just when getting
help—although both are nice! We are hoping it
nurtures our congregation and brings our
members a little closer in the process.
The “Helping Hands” sign is on the kiosk in the
Galena entrance. Write down your need and stick
it on the board. Life is more enjoyable and has
more meaning as we share our struggles and our
joys!
—Sue Evans, Nurture Team
Nursery Leader Wanted!
The Nurture Committee has been working on
updating policies and procedures for the Nursery
offered during Worship on Sunday mornings. We
are looking for someone willing to share their gifts
to this ministry by leading the changes we would
like to see in the Nursery. Some of the
responsibilities will include making sure the toys are
clean and rotated for kids to play with, putting new
books for kids to read, checking the craft supplies to
make sure there are plenty available and being the
contact for volunteers assigned to be there each
week. The nursery leader would also work on
structuring the time in the nursery for our
volunteers with the use of children’s bulletins and
other strategies they may have and teaching the
volunteers about the policies and structure of the
nursery. Thank you for considering sharing your
organizational talents and time to expand this
important offering at Concordia.

Dear Concordia Community Meals Team,
I was given a delicious meal recently while my
husband, Bill was in St. Mary’s Hospital in
Madison. That was a very thoughtful and
kind way to express your concern and
opportunity to help. The meal was greatly
appreciated. It came with a turkey lettuce and
cherry tomatoes sandwich, orange jello, a crab
and macaroni salad and chocolate chip blond
brownies. Thank you so much!
Sincerely,
Marilyn Blackmon

Coats and Winter Item Collection
The Outreach Committee is collecting
coats and other winter items for children
and adults. They will be distributed
throughout the Sauk Prairie School
District. Items must be clean and in good
condition and can be placed in a box
near the kitchen. The collection will end
November
12. Thank
you!!

Alzheimer Dementia Support Group
Whether you simply want a reference point
to know what to expect when cognitive
changes knock on your loved one’s door or
find comfort from others who are walking in
your same shoes, the Alzheimer Dementia
Support group welcomes you. Free meetings
are hosted at Maplewood, every 4th
Tuesday, 3:00-4:30. RSVP’s are not necessary. If you have questions, contact Theresa
Grimes at 632-3383.
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Sun
9am Sunday School
10am Fellowship
10:30am Worship–
Holy Communion

8
9am Sunday School
10am Fellowship
10:30am– Worship
11:30 Nursery Meeting
11:34am Witness Mgt.
4:00pm Community
Meal
15
9am Sunday School
10am Fellowship
10:30am Worship–
Youth Sunday

22
9am Sunday School
10am Fellowship
10:30am Worship
10:30am Nursery Mgt.
29
9am Sunday School
10am Fellowship
10:30am Worship
4:00pm Community
Meal

October

6
7:00am UM Men

14

7

Sat

5
6:30pm Choir
Rehearsal

13
7:00am UM Men

21

Fri

4
9:30am SOFAs
1:30pm Memorial
Meeting
5:45pm CYF
6:00pm– Handbell
Choir Practice
12
6:30pm Choir
Rehearsal

20
7:00am UM Men

28
Bazaar Set-up

Thu

2
7:00pm Stewardship

3
10am UMW Board
Meeting
1:00pm UMW Bazaar
Workshop
6:30pm Outreach
Committee Meeting
11
5:30pm CYF at
Food Pantry
6:00pm Handbell
Choir Practice

19
6:30pm Choir
Rehearsal

27
Bazaar Set-up
7:00am UM Men

Wed

9

10
10:00am UMW Bazaar
Workshop
7:00pm Camp Witwen
Meeting

18
5:45pm– CYF
Confirmation and
Building Faith Classes
6:00pm Handbell
Choir Practice

26
Bazaar Set-up
6:30pm Choir
Rehearsal

Tue

16
6:30pm Annual Charge
Conference

17
10:00amm UMW
Bazaar Workshop
12:00pm Book Club
7:15pm SPRC Meeting

25
5:45pm– CYF
6:00pm Handbell
Choir Practice
6:30pm Outreach

Mon

23
6:30pm Nurture Team
Meeting

24
8:30am WCC at
Leystra’s
10:00am UMW Bazaar
Workshop
6:30pm Finance
Committee Meeting

4
8:00am Holiday
Bazaar

31
Bazaar Set-up

3
Bazaar Set-up
7:00am UM Men

30
Bazaar Set-up

2
Bazaar Set-up
6:30pm Choir
Rehearsal

1
Bazaar Set-up
9:30am SOFAs
5:45– CYF
6:00pm Handbell
Choir Practice

